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A significant number of cult objects of the Golden Horde era are concentrated on the territory of Kazakhstan:
mausoleums, madrassas, underground graves, memorial structures such as cities, towns, fortresses and caravanserais.
Currently, archaeological research of these monuments and their integration into scientific discourse is one of the
most important works. Concurrently, one of the most pressing issues is the formation of cities and settlements of the
Jochi Ulus and the assessment of its development process. Identifying specific features in the history of individual
cities and determining their relationship with other cities requires comprehensive scientific inquiry. The vast majority
of the cities of the Golden Horde era are concentrated along the old riverbeds of the Syrdarya River, along the rivers
Inkardarya, Zhanadarya, Kuandarya and near the Aral Sea. This region held immense social, political, and cultural
significance for people throughout various historical epochs. When exploring the region's history, the Golden Horde-
era monuments take precedence. In the era of the Golden Horde, one of the largest cultural and spiritual centers
was the medieval city of Kyshkala (Kyshtobe) — Barshynkent (Barshynlyk). After many years of research in Kyshkala,
two mausoleums were discovered, the remains of an octagonal structure (Zaviya) primarily constructed using fired
bricks, along with the locations where these bricks were produced (kilns), simple burials, residential complexes, and
sites dedicated to rituals and commemorative purposes.
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Oprafacbipnbik KblwKana Kanacol (Kbiwrtebe) —
BapuwblHKeHT (bapLublHAbl):
apXeonoruanbiK 3epTreynep, oKanmsauma
JK9He mep3imaey

KasakctaH TepputopuacbiHaa AntbiH Opaa OaYipiHiH,

KYNbTTIK HblCaH4ap: KeceHenep, Meagpecesnep,

Kep !

adCTbl Xepaey opblHAapPbl; MemMmopuanablK Kyp/blCTap:

Kananap, engi mekeHgep, b6ekiHicTep,

KepyeH ca- i

paiinap eTe Ken LWofbipnaHFaH. Kasipri KyHae ocbl :

€CKepTKiWTepai apXeonornsnblk TypFblaaH

3epTrey i

YKOHE OHbl FbUIbIMM aliHaNbIMFA EHTi3y aca MaHpi3abl :
YMbICTapablH 6ipi. COHbIMeH KaTap HoLubl yabIcbIHAaFbI
a/IbHbIX BOMNPOCOB ABAsAeTcA GOopMMpOBaHME FOPOLOB U
OHbIH, Aamy yaepiciH 6aramaay eTe e3ekTi macene 60- :
Nbin Tabblnaasl. MekenereH KananapablH, TapUXbIHAAFbI

Kananap MeH engi MeKkeHAEpiHiH, KanbinTacybl KaHe

O3iHAIK epKellenikTepiH

dHbIKTAy oHe Ol'lap,ﬂ,blH,g

6acka KasanapmeH e3apa apaKaTblHACbIH alKpliHAAY :
KeleHAi fbINbIMX 3epTTeynepai KaxeT eTedi. ANTbIH i
Oppaa payipiHgeri kananapapblH 6acbim Kenwiniri Cbipaa-
pvA e3eHiHiH ecki apHanapsbl IHKapaapus, aHagapus, :
KyaHgapusa 6olbiHAa@ XoHe Apan TeHisi MaHplHAa
WOFbIpAaHFaH. byn alimak apKubl Tapuxm Kesenaepaeri
XaNblKTap YLWiH 21eyMEeTTIK MaHbI3bl XOfapbl, CancH i
oHEe M3eHM opTanblKTapAblH, bipi 6onapl. Bnke Ta- i
pPUXbIH 3epTTeyae eH, angbimeH AntblH Opaa aayipi
ecKepTKiWTepi Hasapfa anbiHagbl. AnTbiH Opga asyipi i
KesiHae ipi MaJEeHM aHe pyXaHM opTanbiKTapablH, 6ipi
6onfaH — opTafacbip/bIK Kblwkana (KbiwTebe) bapLibiH-
KeHT (BapLblHAbIK) Kanacbl. OpTafacbip/blk, KblwKana i
KanacblHa bGipHelle bln 6OMbl XyprisinreH 3eptrey- i
roposa KbiwKana 6blav OTKPbLITHI ABa MaB30/ies, MecTo

nep HITUXKeCi KypblabiC maTepuanbl peTiHae HerisiHeH

Kbl KipnilwTep KONZaHbINFaH €Ki KeceHe, ceri3 Kbip/bl i
! TeNbHOro mMaTtepuana KOTOPOro B OCHOBHOM WCMO/b30-
apHanfaH opbliH (New), Kapanarbim Kepsey opbiHAAPbI,
TYPFbIH Y1 KelleHaepi MeH FypbinTbiK-MemMopuanablk, i
i PUTyanbHO-MEMOPUabHbIX CTPOUTENbHbIX 06HEKTOB.

Kapblnanablpy Kesi: Makana KP fXKBM fbinbim
KOMMTETIHiH, HbiCaHabl Kap»Kbl1aHAbIpy bafmapnamacs! :
uenesoro ¢puMHaHcupoBaHusa KomuteTta Hayku MHBO PK

FUMapaT (3aBKA) OPHbI XKIHE OHbIH, KipniliH AaibliHAaYFa

KYPbI/IbIC HbICaHAaPbIHbIH, OPbIHAAPbI alWbLIAbI.

2023-2025, *TH BR20280993 aacbiHAa gaAapaaHabl.

Cinteme xacay ywiu: Tanees [1.9., Mongaxmet A.A. i
Opraracblp/iblk KblwKana kanacbl (KbiwTebe) — bap- i
WhIHKeHT (BapLublHAbI): apXeoNoruAnbIK 3epTreynep, |
NIOKaNM3aLUMA KaHe mepsimaey. Ka3axkcmaH apxeono- :
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1 Introduction (Taleev D., Moldakhmet A.)

CpepHeBekoBbii ropop, KbiwKana (Kbiwtobe) —
BbaplwbIHKeHT (bapLublHAbI):
apxeonoruyeckue Ucciefo0BaHUA, 10KanMsaLma
M BAaTUPOBKaA

Ha tepputopumn KasaxctaHa cocpefnotoyeHo 60/b-
LOe KOJIMYECTBO Ky/IbTOBbIX OOBEKTOB 3Moxu 30/10ToM
Opapl: mMaB3osieeB, megpece, NOA3EMHbIX 3aXOpoHe-
HWW; MeMOopUasbHbIX COOPYKEHWUIN: roponoB, NOCEN-
KOB, KpenocTei, KapaBaH-capaes. B HacToAwee Bpemsa
apxeosorMyeckne uccnefoBaHUA STUX NaMATHUKOB U UX
BBeJeHMe B Hay4Hblli 060POT ABNAIOTCA OAHOM U3 BaK-
Helwwunx paboT. BmecTe ¢ Tem, O4HUM 13 Hanbonee akTy-

HaceNEHHbIX NYHKTOB Ynyca [Ky4uu 1 oueHKa npouecca
ero passutua. BoiasneHue cneumduryecknx ocobeHHo-
CTel B UCTOPUMN OTAENbHbIX FOPOAOB U OnpeaeneHne ux
B3aMMOCBA3M C APYrMMn ropogamun Tpebyet Komnnekc-
HbIX Hay4YHbIX UCCneaoBaHUi. Mogasnatowee 6ONbLIMH-
CTBO ropozos 3noxu 3onoTok Opzabl cocpefoTOYEHO MO
cTapbim pycnam peku Coipgapba, BoonAb pek NHKapaa-
pbsa, aHagapba, KyaHzapba m B6AM3M ApanbCKoro
MopA. ITOT palioH 6bl1 OAHUM M3 CaMbIX COLMANBHO
3HAYMMBbIX, NONUTUYECKUX U KYNbTYPHbIX LLEHTPOB ANA
HAapPOZOB Pa3HbIX UCTOPUYECKUX Nepuoaos. Mpu nlyye-
HUM UCTOPUM Kpaa B NePBYHO ovepesb MPUHUMAIOTCA BO
BHMUMaHWE NaMATHUKM anoxu 3onotol Opgbl. B anoxy
3onotot OpAbl OAHUM U3 KPYMHEWWMUX KYJbTYPHbIX U
[OYXOBHbIX LLeHTpoB 6bln cpesHeBeKoBbll ropos, Kbiww-
Kana (KbiwTtobe) — BaplblHKeHT (BapLwblHAbIK). B pe-
3y/ibTaTe MHOTONIETHUX UCCIef0BAHUI CPEAHEBEKOBOIO

BOCbMWYrO/IbHOTO 34aHuA (3aBMA), B KayecTBe CTPOU-

Ba/IUCb X¥KEHHbIe KUPMKNYM, U MeCTa ero U3roToB/eHmn
(meun), NPoCTbIX 3aXOPOHEHWMN, KUIbIX KOMMIEKCOB U

UcTouHUK duHaHcupoBaHua: UCTOUHUK PUHAHCK-
poBaHuaA: CTaTba NOATOTOBAEHA B PaMKax NPOrpaMmmHo-

2023-2025, PH npoekTta BR20280993.

Ana uutuposaHua: Tanees [.A., Mongaxmet A.A.
CpenHeBekoBblIl ropos Kbiwkana (Kbiwtobe) — bapLubiH-
KeHT (BapLlublHAbl): apXeosiorMyeckne UCCnefoBaHUs,
NIOKanusauma 1M gatnpoBKa. Apxeosozua KazaxcmaHa.

i 2023.N22(20). C. 151-163 (Ha aHrn. 73.). DOI: 10.52967/

i akz2023.2.20.151.163

The ancient town Kyshkala (Kyshtobe), 2 km south of the Kogalykol village, 30 km to the southwest
of Kyzylorda, has been known to researchers since the second half of the 19" century. The first information
about Kyshkala was given in the article of V. Kallaur, the prominent member of the Turkestan archaeological
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society. V. Kallaur indicated the location of Kysh-Kala (Gysh-Kala) on the left bank of the Syrdarya near
Tomarotkel, 25-30 km from the town of Perovsk in his article “The ancient towns of Sagnak (Sunak),
Ashnas or Eshnas (Asanas) and others in the Perovsky district, destroyed by Genghis Khan in 1219” and
suggested looking for location of the town of Zhent in this vicinity [Kammayp 2011: 211].

Despite a thorough survey of the territory by S.P. Tolstov, the head of the Khorezm archaeological-
ethnographic expedition (KhAEE), we cannot find any mention about Kyshkala in his reports and works. Only
B.V. Andryanov indicated the place of Kyshkala as Kysh tobe (Kysh hill) on the map about archaeological
sites between Amudarya and Syrdarya. A. Kh. Margulan wrote, “Barchinkent (Barchinlykent) is one of
the largest site in the lower reaches of the Syrdarya. It may have been a fortified town of considerable size
defending the route of Zhent and Zhankent from the Mongols. The place of ancient Barchynkent today is
located between Kyzylorda and Shieli and it is called as Kyz-kala” [Maprynan 1950: 76-78]. The town
was indicated as ruins of separate buildings 25 km southwest of Kyzylorda under the name Kyzkala in the
“Archaeological Map of Kazakhstan” published by K.A. Akishev in 1960 [AKK 1960: 225, Ne 3318].

In 1960, the well-known writer A. Konyratbayev together with G. Musabayev conducted monitoring
work in Kyshkala. After A. Konyratbayev wrote the next: “Kyshkala is a small palace (orda) built of clay
<...>, we dug up several meters of land and found a finger-sized painted pot made of burnt bricks. It contains
25 grams of water, the handle is broken. A silver coin was found under this hill. There, | found a gold coin
on the surface” [Konpiparbaes 1987: 336; 2004: 151]. In addition, A. Konyratbayev referred that the bones
of a man, a horse, and fragments of painted pot were found in the grave in Kyshkala: “But there is no trace
of a castle here (referring to Kyshkala — author’s note) <...> The name “Kyshkala” is probably a word in
the oral speech of the people. There is no name of such a town along the Syrdarya” [Konsiparoaes 1987:
336]. According to the elder Islambek, a resident of Kogalykol village near Kyshtobe, A.Kh. Margulan
returned there with Konyratbayev in 1976. During that trip, a small vase with copper coins was found.
A. Kh. Margulan took the vase with him. However, the academician did not give any written information
about that trip. Apparently, his manuscript was not published.

In 1990, the first archaeological excavations were carried out on the Kyshkala by Kyzylorda State
Pedagogical Institute teacher T. Mamiyev with the group of students led by M. Eleuov and with the
participation of D. Taleev specially invited from Al-Farabi Kazakh National University [Momues 1999:
27]. On the course of excavations carried out in Kyshkala in the 1990s, information about discovered
structure, archaeological finds were briefly written in T. Mamiev’s dissertation work for the candidate of
historical sciences on the topic “Towns of the Aral Region in the Late Middle Ages (13"-18" centuries)”
[Momues 2000: 64—69].

When carrying out archaeological work on Kyshkala located 2 km southeast of Kogalykol village,
T. Mamiev paid attention to the ruins of religious, public and civil buildings consisting of round hills. The
following dimensions of the ruins he documented in his report: the diameter of the first hill is 200 m, the
height is 2 m, the diameter of the second hill is 300 m, the height is 2.5 m, the diameter of the third hill
is 300 m, the height is 3 m, the diameter of the fourth hill is 500 m, the height is 5 m. The dimensions
of the clay bricks found in them are 25x7x12 cm, 25x6x27 cm. In 1992, he conducted archaeological
excavations in the mosque and residential complexes on the central street running from north to south.
There were fragments of plates with Arab graphic patterns, painted with blue and light colors. Many glazed
and unglazed vessel fragments, glass vessel fragments, and fragments of beads were found during the
excavation [Momues 2000: 52].

According to the results of the stratigraphic excavation carried out at that time, the construction
layer consists of a depth of 60 cm. Its upper 10 cm consists of a dense layer, 7 cm of a mixed layer of wood
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and reed ash, 20 cm of reed, 3.5 cm of a loose layer mixed with pieces. Comparing the topography of the
house structures uncovered during the excavation and the complex of finds with the materials of the city
of Otyrar, the author concluded that the town was built in the 13"-18" centuries. R.Z. Burnasheva and
S. Yusupova, specialists of the Margulan Institute of Archaeology, conducted a laboratory examination of
copper bucket finds. Mamiev’s report on the excavation conducted in Kyshkala contains pictures of the
town, the project of the excavation and the artifacts found during the works [Momues 2000: 64—68].
According to local residents, archaeologists visited Kyshkala several times and excavated the
trench, but there is no official information about this. Kyshkala was indicated in “Archaeological map of
Kazakhstan™ in 1960, but has not yet been included in the collection of monuments of Kyzylorda region.

2 Research methods and materials (Taleev D., Moldakhmet A.)

2.1 Research methodology

All traditional methods of archaeological and historical research were used in the process of
preparing the article. The main part of the materials was taken from the excavations, the second part was
made on the basis of interdisciplinary research (radiocarbon and anthropological analysis, numismatic
materials). During the excavations, which have been carried out for several years, a number of architectural
structures discovered that informs about the socio-economic and spiritual life of the town, about the life
of the town residents. Samples were taken from a specially constructed stratigraphic section and sent for
examination to foreign laboratories. The chronological age of the settlement was determined on the basis
of a comparison of materials found in the excavation, the determination of the time of minting of coins and
the conclusion of examinations conducted on samples. Attempts to determine the historical name of the
town were made by the location of the town, by the toponymic, hydronymic names given in written sources
and by the results of excavations. The article is aimed at substantiating the conclusions based on material
data and recorded data obtained during the study of the town to the scientific community.

2.2 Characteristics of the material

The research was conducted on the basis of the analysis and examination of public, social and
architectural objects and archaeological artifacts discovered during archaeological excavations of the town-
site of Kyshkala, located along the Zhanadarya in old riverbed of the Syrdarya river. During excavations in
the town, 1 copper dirham and 4 coins of the Golden Horde era (1330—-1380) were found. It was known that
one of these coins was minted in Khorezim, and three in Barshin. Found in 2022, Chinese coins from the 11t
century and copper vase from 1250 in Limoges (France) are valuable evidence of well-developed cultural
and trading life of Kyshkala. Analysis and identification of written data on historical events about towns
in the middle and lower reaches of the Syrdarya and archaeological artifacts found during archaeological
works in Kyshkala give reason to assume that Kyshkala is the town of Barchyn (Barshynkent), founded in
the Golden Horde era. In the main part of the article, an attempt was made to prove this assumption on the
basis of archaeological materials.

3 Results and discussion (Taleev D., Moldakhmet A.)

During the excavation in Kyshkala in 2018-2020, several buildings of public and social significance
were discovered. The first of them was an excavation trench (trench I) of an unknown building located on
the territory of the city cemetery in the northwestern part of the town. The building was originally built of
burnt bricks. The slopes formed on the site of the destroyed building have turned into a natural hill. Most

KasakcmaH apxeonoauscsi Ne 3 (21) 2023



TALEEV D., The medieval town Kyshkala (Kyshtobe) — Barshynkent (Barshynly): *

MOLDAKHMET A. archaeological research ...

of the building materials piled up around are burnt bricks and their fragments. Among them, there are
many square baked clay plates with a pattern carved on the face with a sharp tool and fragments of colorful
mosaic patterns (fig. 1).

The size of the rectangular main room of the building facing northwest is 11x11 m (counting from
the outside of the wall), size of the second room built in the middle part of its back (on the south-western
edge) is 7x7 m, the thickness of the walls is 2 m. The original plan of the mausoleum and its architectural
characteristics were determined by the traces of pits dug to build its foundation. The result of excavation
and clearing the site of the destroyed building, collecting and examining the intact building materials,
comparing the unique design of the building with similar monuments showed that there was a mausoleum
built in the Islamic style [Tamees xone T. 6. 2018: 265-266].

Fig. 1. Kyshkala, mausoleum 1. The colorful mosaic patterns: 1 —slab with a carved ornament;
2 —slabs with carved ornaments, graphics; 3 — mosaic with Arabic graphics; 4 — multi-colored mosaics.
Photo by Dokey Taleev

1-cyp. Kbiwkana, 1-keceHe. Mo3anka epHeKTepi: 1 — 0libIiN caiblHFaH ©PHEriMeH Kbil TaKTa
2 — OlibIN Ca/iblHFAH ©PHEriMeH Kbl TaKTa, cbi3b6a; 3 — apablua xa3ybl 6ap mo3aunkKa; 4 — TypAi-TyCTi MO3aunKanap.
Cypet [lekel ToneesTiKi

Puc. 1. KbllwKana, maesoseit 1. Mo3aunyHble y30pbl: I — NAnUTa € Bbipe3aHHbIM OPHaMEHTOM;
2 — NAUTbI C BbIPE3aHHbIM OPHAaMeEHTOM, rpaduka; 3 — Mo3aurKa ¢ apabekum wpndTom; 4 — pasHoLBeTHble
mo3aunkun. doto [okea Taneesa
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Mausoleums of similar topographic design and architectural type were found and excavated in
different regions of the CIS and Kazakhstan. One of them was the Zhanibek-Shalkar mausoleum, 100 km
south of Astana, discovered by archaeologists of the Eurasian National University (M.K. Khabdulina) in
2010 [Yuensie npeamnonararor...]. Mausoleum dates from the 14"-15" centuries. Tiles with patterns on
the outer side of the Kerderi mausoleum, found on the bottom of the Aral Sea, are also very similar to the
carved tiles of the Kyshkala mausoleum. Experts date the Kerderi mausoleum from the 13"-14%" centuries
according to the found archaeological materials. The architectural features of the mausoleum of the Golden
Horde era (Kyzyloba) discovered and excavated in the Sh. Valikhanov district of the North Kazakhstan
region are similar to design of mentioned mausoleums. According to the well-known numismatist
P. Petrov's description, the two silver coins found in one of the burial graves of the mausoleum dates from
the 14" century. It was minted in the capital of the Golden Horde (Sarai al-Makhrusa). On one of the coins,
the date 737 Hijri, that is, 1337 AD is well read [Antbia Opna Kynusich|.

The mosaic decoration of the Golden Horde era mosque excavated in the town of Konskie Gory
in the Zaporozhye region of Ukraine exactly replicates the mausoleum mosaic in Kyshkala. The above-
mentioned mausoleums are very similar in size and shape of bricks of different sizes and shapes, mosaic
decorations used for decoration, patterns of outer covering panels, design of mausoleums, architectural
character and dates to the same time. All of them belong to the era of the Golden Horde. Even looking at
the way they were decorated, you might think that one carpenter (master) made them.

Two more structures similar to discovered mausoleum (trench 1) are being excavated. Dozens of
mounds similar to the one excavated were discovered during exploration and monitoring near the town.
Their diameter (20-26 m) and height (1.5-2 m) are similar. The fragments of baked pottery and colorful
glazed pottery similar to the pottery found during excavations of the mausoleum were found. This may
indicate that the mausoleums built in the Islamic style date to the same time as the object excavated by us.
Thus, the mausoleums built on the graves may show that the buried belong to the same social group, who
professed Islam during the Golden Horde time.

In the second excavation trench (trench II), the remains of an octagonal building with external walls
made of burnt bricks were discovered. The external structure of the opened object consists of four towers
and eight walls of different length. Bottom were built with burnt bricks of size 27x27x6; 26X26x5 cm, the
width of external walls are 1 m and preserved height is between 10-60 cm.

The inner-outer edges of all the walls of the building are made of whole burnt bricks, and the center
is filled with a mixture of clay fragments and thick mud (fig. 2).

The building has 1.6-1.9 m round and semi-walled towers built from the four corners. The outer
edges of all towers were made of specially prepared 20x20x10 cm, semi-bent burnt bricks, and the center
was filled with brick fragments. Specially prepared bricks were molded in a triangular shape and with one
side arched, making it convenient to weave a circular structure.

The northern and southern walls of the building had sloping gates facing each other. In the interior,
the design of several rooms located radially along the walls has been preserved. The floors of the rooms are
covered with burnt clay. There is a specially cleaning corner, a wash basin in the middle of each room. In
the center of the building, there is an octagonal square area of about 12x12 m and an octagonal floor with
an area of 2.5x2.5 m of burnt bricks, corresponding to the construction of this square. There is a tashnau
cavity in the center of the floor. There was defined a special hollow with the depth of 1.3 m, width of 1 m
culvert (tashnau) made of burnt bricks. At the four corners of the square, there can be seen the remains of
four columns supporting the roof of the building. Specialists assumed that it could be a madrasah based
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Fig. 2. Kyshkala. Photo (1) and plan (2) of an octagonal structure. Symbols: 1 — wall; 2 — tower;
3 — brick floor; 4 — hearth; 5 — tashnau; 6 — serial numbers of rooms. Photo by Dokey Taleev

2-cyp. KbiwKana. Ceris 6ypbILuTbl Kypbiabic cypeTi (1) meH cbizbacsl (2). LapTTsl 6enrinep:
1 —KabbipFra; 2 — myHapa; 3 — Kipniw egeH; 4 — owak; 5 — TawHay; 6 — benmenepaiH peTTik caHbl.
Cypet [lekel TaneesTiKi

Puc. 2. KblwKkana. ®oTo (1) 1 uepTesk BOCbMUYro/NbHOW KOHCTPYKLMK (2). YenoBHble 0603HaYeHUs:
1 —cTeHa; 2 — 6aWwHA; 3 — KUPNUYHbLIN Non; 4 — o4ar; 5 — TalwHay; 6 — NopAAKOBble HOMepa KOMHaT.
doTto [oKkena Taneesa

on some unique features [Esneyos, Ecen 2020: 67—69]. In our opinion, it is still too early to say what kind
of construction the building is. After summarizing the results of excavations conducted in recent years, it
may be possible to make a decision.

In 2019, there were discovered several rooms and 8 graves made of burnt bricks in trench IV, 50 m
to the east of trench I1. The Russian anthropologist Alexey Nechvaloda examined the skulls of the corpses
from the graves Ne 1-2 and determined the gender of the deceased. After restoring the skulls, the ethnicity
of buried was determined (Table 1).

Excavations in Kyshkala carried out in 2021-2022. The results of the excavation showed that there
was a magnificent mausoleum under the place excavated in 2018, the architecture of which was popular in
the near and far regions (fig. 3).

The project of the discovered building and the painted and unpainted brick materials collected
during the excavation show that the facade and interior of the domed mausoleum were decorated in the
Islamic style. The facade of the mausoleum and the frames of the main gate are decorated with clay slabs
with beautiful incised patterns and colorful mosaics. The size of the mausoleum is 11x11 m consists of
the main hall and the size of tomb 7x7 m located behind it. The main hall and the tomb are covered with a
dome. Their walls and domes are decorated with special carvings and bricks of different sizes. The design
of the mausoleum repeats the exterior of Akhmet Yasawi mausoleum in Turkestan. All this may testify the
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Fig. 3. Kyshkala, mausoleum 1. Aerial view (1), plan (2) and reconstruction (3). Photo by Dokey Taleev

3-cyp. KblwKana, 1-keceHe. ByeaeH TycipinreH cypeT (1), »koba (2) skaHe peKoHCTpyKums (3).
CypeTt dekelt ToneesTiki

Puc. 3. KbiwKana, massonei 1. AspodpotocHMMOK (1), nnaH (2) u pekoHcTpykumsa (3). ®oto [okea Taneesa

cultural and social identity of the person buried in the mausoleum. Due to the reasons mentioned above, the
cemetery under the destroyed mausoleum is partially preserved. Although the upper part was destroyed,
two skeletons in the grave turned out to be safe. Both bodies were sent abroad for professional laboratory
examination.

A stratigraphic section was built in the middle of the town in 2021. The purpose of this work was to
determine the absolute dating of the town. Coal samples taken from a layer 9.8 m long, the width of 2 m,
the depth of 4 m, 4 m of cut and the depth of 2.3 m were sent to the laboratory of Herzen St. Petersburg
Pedagogical University for radiocarbon determination, including calibration of absolute age. According
to the results of the examination of the sent coal, the lower layer of the town dates from the 11" century.
The sample taken from a depth of 2.3 m did not give the correct result. On the contrary, in 2022 coin and
a bronze kuty (bottle) found in the 11%" trench in the upper layer indicates the last period of the town’s life.
According to Russian numismatist P.N. Petrov copper coins found in the trench, (the size is 18.92x18.47
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mm, weight is 1.26 g, thickness is 0.73 mm) date back to 768-769 AD. It was minted during the reign of
Mubarak Khan. There is a mark of the Tuka-Temir Khan dynasty on the surface. In the 8" room of this
excavated area, an unknown bronze object with a pattern and an inscription on the surface was found. At
first, it was assumed that this is a women’s jewelry (bracelet). When we saw a similar object with a known
place of origin and time of manufacture on the Internet, we were able to identify found item as a casket
without preserved upper and lower parts. According to the information shown on the Internet, this work of
art, called Spirit, turned out to be a religious ritual object made of copper in the shape of a cone was kuty
(bottle) [Pyx]. It has the inscription IHS (Jesus) within a circle on its outer wall and conical lid. Circles
are repeated twice on the wall and lid of the item. There was made incrustation with white and blue colors
around the text. The outer side of the circle is decorated with floral motifs. Gold-plated paint is applied to
the surfaces of the patterns and inscriptions. It is recorded that this kuty, which was used for religious pur-
poses was made in Limoges, France in 1250. This kuty named Spirit is kept in the collegium of the famous
American philanthropist Michael Friedsam (1860—1931) [Pyx]. The item found by us is similar to men-
tioned kuty. The dimensions and external pattern, design and paint are also similar. There is only a slight
difference in the material. Bronze predominates in the composition of casket found in Kyshkala (fig. 4).
The result of
radiocarbon examina-
tion of a coal sample
taken from the lowest
layer of a stratigraphic
section in Kyshkala in
2021 showed its ab-
solute age — 947430
years, that is, 10th
century (the table is
shown below). Coins
and copper casket
and painted vessels
found on the surface
of the town in 2022
belong to the 14" cen-
tury. In conclusion, the
town was formed at
the end of the Oghuz
era and developed dur-

ing the Golden Horde.

Fig. 4. Kyshkala. Part of the casket found during excavations (1) and its analogy (2). For some reason, it
Photo by Dokey Taleev (1) .

. 6 6 6 G (1 6 5 ceased to exist dur-

-cyp. KblwKkana. KazbagaH TabbinraH Kobanwa 6eniri (1) meH oHbIH 6anamacsi (2). ing the White Horde.

Cypet [Jekei ToneesTiki (1) o '
Puc. 4. KbllwKana. YacTb WKATYNKM, HAMAEHHOM NpU packonKax (1), u aHanorus Determm‘tﬂ'on of its
npeamerty (2). ®oto [lokes Taneesa (1) causes will be one of

the main goals of fur-
ther research.
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Table 1 — Kyshkala, mausoleum 1. Graphic portrait of men found in the burial. Reconstruction by anthropologist
Alexey Nechvaloda

1-kecme — Kbiwkana, 1-keceHe. Ep adam beliHecCiHiH 2pahuKansbiK peKoHCMpyKyusacsbl. AHmponosoa Anekcel
He4san00aHbIH peKOHCMPYKYUACHI

Tabnuya 1 — Kelwkana, mas3oneli 1. [paguyeckas peKoHCMpPyKuuUsa 06aUKa MyH#YUHbI. PEKOHCMPYKYUSA
aHmponosnoza Anekces Heusanodel

Table 2 — Results of determination of the absolute age of the sample of Kyshkala
Kecme 2 — KblwKaaAa0aH anbIHFAH Y12i0eH OHbIH abCoa0mMmi ¥acbiH GHbIKMAy Haomuxcenepi
Tabauya 2 — Pe3ynemamel onpedeneHus abcontomHo2o 8o3pacma obpasya uz Kelwkana

Sample identifier (Customer) Sample Code (Contractor) Absolute age, VR Cahbri:iaDge (20)
KiSKALASTRAL. 4 m, Kyshkala (coal) SPb 3768 974430 999-1159

4 On the identification of the town’s name according to historical written sources (Taleev D.,
Moldakhmet A.)

The first information about Barchilykent appeared in a letter from the Gurid ruler of al-Bagdadi, ad-
Din Tekesh, to the palace secretary in May 1182. There was said that the eldest son of Tekesh, Malik Shah
Zhend was the ruler of Rabat, Syganak and Barchiglykent [Axumxanos 1995: 214]. In the report of the
ambassador Karpini, sent by Pope Inokenti IV to Mongolia in 1246, the following important information
about Barshynken was given: “from the land of Kangyt, we entered the land of Biserman. These people,
spoke the Coman language, still speak, follow the Saracen law. Here we came across countless destroyed
towns, demolished fortresses and many destroyed villages. There is one large river, the name of which
is unknown to us; the town called Yankint (Zhankent) stands on it, the second is called Barkhin, and the
third is called Oras, and there were many names unknown to us. There was a master of this land called
the Byik-Sultan; he was killed by the Tatars along with all his descendants” [Moanu 1911: 51]. In another
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place, the traveler wrote that “the town put up fierce resistance to the Mongols, dug huge ditches around the
town, covered its face, the enemies who rushed into the town fell into the ditches, because of which they
could not take the town until the ditches were full. Hearing this, the people of the town named lankint came
out in front of them and voluntarily gave the town, from which the town was not destroyed, killed most of
the people, the rest of people displaced, plundered the town and filled it with other people” [Moann 1911:
24]. At the next place, Barshynkent is mentioned as Parchin in the story of the Armenian historian Kirakos
Gandzakets about the visit of the Armenian king Hetum to Karakorum in 1247. It was said that the embassy
visited Parchin while returning from Mongolia in 1255 [Kupaxoc 1976: 224].

More complete information about Barshynkent is given in Zhamal Karshi’s work. The local sheikh
Husam ad-dina stayed in the town for a year (1273—1274), when he went to receive lectures from Barchinligi.
As well as, Zhamal Karshi also reports that the town of Barchkad was one of the largest religious centers
of the Golden Horde. In written works of famous religious, Arabic traveler Ibn Battuta mentioned that
the zaviyas (hotel) of the sufism community were in every town of the Golden Horde. During his trip to
Central Asia, he widely used the hospitality of representatives of the Ahi community. He gives interesting
information about how sufism zawiyas in the towns of the Golden Horde perceive themselves and who
took care and gave food, as well as, the number of sufism zawiyas in Central Asia [MI6parumoB 1988:
41-60]. According to experts, there were usually many zawiyas in places where local saints were buried.
The above-mentioned octagonal object, in terms of its architectural character and internal construction
features is similar to the sufism zawiya described by Ibn Battuta.

A well-known Kazakh scientist A.Kh. Margulan was the first scholar who connected Barshynkent
with the name of Gulbarshin from the Alpamys hero poem and expressed the opinion that the location of
the town might be Kyshkala [Maprynan 1950: 76-78]. Famous Soviet linguist V.M. Zhirmunskiy taking as
a basis of V.A. Kallaur’s assumptions, supporting the opinion that the old riverbed of the Syrdarya Ogyzsai
may have been called Barshyndarya in ancient times and concluded that Barshynkent was along the same
Barshyndarya [2Kupmynckuit 1951: 101-102]. These predictions coincide with the area where Kyshkala
is located today. That is, it confirms the assumption that Kyshkala is the place of the town of Barshynkent.
The written data about the town and the results of archaeological research are the basis for making such a
conclusion. Copper coins minted in Barshynkent that found during the excavations from the cultural layer
of the town are proof of this.

5 Conclusion (Taleev D., Moldakhmet A.)

The results of the excavations carried out in the medieval town of Kyshkala since 2018 with
information related to the Syrdarya river region in the written sources give every reason to confirm that
the town-site is the historical town of Barshynkent. The architecture and splendor of the ritual and public
buildings, the features of the construction discovered during the excavations on the territory of the town,
showed that the town was one of the centers of the Islamic religion and many representatives of the
religion lived in the town. The expert results of samples from stratigraphic excavations and the comparative
description of the physical data found revealed that the town was formed in the 11" century and became
a large cultural, trade, economic and spiritual center in the Golden Horde era. And the cessation of town
life coincides with the end of the 14™ century. It is not known whether the life of the town immediately
collapsed and stopped. Research is ongoing to determine its causes.

The main goal of archaeology is to excavate such urban sites and reveal unknown pages of the
history of our country and people based on the information obtained. The physical relics found during the
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excavation are being held to the museum funds. Some of them are shown to the public in daily expositions
with the aim of increasing the historical knowledge of the general public. As well as, organization of special
exhibitions serves to increase the spiritual wealth of ordinary people. However, many of the exhibits remain
outside of such measures as restoration, laboratory examination, their storage and scientific analysis. Many
important objects that have been excavated are in need of further measures of protection, scientific use,
such as restoration, inclusion in tourist programs, and are being destroyed over the years due to natural and
physical impact. The implementation of these tasks is our main weakness.

We think that the mentioned issues are sacred arrangements that are waiting for help from state
institutions, local administration, and professionals. We think that our scientific direction is directed
towards this goal.
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