X

66

VIIK 902.904 (470.631-25)
MPHTH 03.41.91

https://doi.org/10.52967/akz2023.4.22.66.85

The Dead among the Living at the Bronze Age
Settlements in the Southern Urals: approaches to research
and classification of intramural burials

©2023 Berseneva N.

i Kmouesble cnosa: lOxHbIN Ypan,
i BpOH30BbIi BEK, norpebeHuna

i Ha noceneHusx, norpebanbHole

i MpaKTUKK

TyiiH ce3gep: OHTYCTiK Opan,
i Kona fayipi, KoHbICTapaa
i epney, xepsey Toxipnbeci

Keywords: South Urals, Bronze Age,
burials at the settlements, burial
practice

Natalia Berseneva'®
!Doctor of Historical Sciences, Institute of History and Archaeology,
Ural Branch of RAS, South-Ural State University,
Chelyabinsk, Russia. E-mail: bersnatasha@mail.ru

This study concerns the Sintashta, Abashevo, Petrovka, Alakul and Srubnaya (Timber-grave) cultural groups that
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wamameH 3 Typre 6esnyre 6onagbl. bipiHwi Typi — i
bapnblK epexenepre cai OpHanackaH, TWICTI Kepney
opblHAapbiHAA 6i3 GaKail anaTbiH Kepey: KaHbIMeH :
JKaTKbI3bIIFAH, Kongapbl 6eTiHiH, anablHAa KOWblAfFaH, :
blAblC Hemece 6acka 3aT 6ap. EKiHwi Typi — Hopma- @
TUBKe cal KepsieHbereH afam Mypaeci — KaHKaHblH i
Kenbip benweKkTepiHiH, 6onmaybl, *KaTKbI3blaybl epe- i
Kere call emec, Kepsaey 3aTTapbl OK. YWiHwi Typ — i
KOHbICTbIH, M3JEHMET KabaTblHAH afblHFAH WaLLbIIFaH
cyreKktep. MyprisinreH 3epTTeynep 6isre
CUHTALWTbI Ke3eHiHAe KOHbICTapaafbl bananap Kepneyi :

abal- :

Kepsiey canTblHA cali KepsieHreH HYCKAcblHa, an YAKeH i
aflaMaapAablH, XKepaeyi Ken emec aHe 1 XaHe 2 Typre :
aTadbl Aen KopTbiHAbINAyFa MyMKiHAIK 6epai. Keneci :
KMMa-aHAPOHOBTbIK Ke3eHae YIKeH afamaap Xepneyi :
KebelreH, onap Aa Kepney A3CTYPiHIH, HOpMacbIHA cant :
HYCKaga. *Kannbl, €Ki XpOHONOTrMANbIK Ke3eH YWiH ge i
YIAKEH afamaap KanablKTapbl HeridiHeH 2 Typae 6on- i
AObl.

KapsKblnaHgbipy Kesi: Makana «Mpuoputet 2030»
MeMIeKeTTiK baFgapnama ascbiHAa fasapnaHabl.

Cinteme »acay yuwiH: bepceHeBa H.A. OHTYCTIK :
OpangplH, Kona Aayipi KOHbICTapbliHAaFbI Tipi agamaap i
aHblHAaFbl enifep: 3epTTey aaicTepi aHe TipwWinik |
KeHicTiriHaeri Kepneygi Xikrtey. KasakcmaH apxeo- :
noeuAcsl. 2023. Ne 4 (22). 66—85-66. (AfbliwbiHWA).
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Introduction

MOYHO YC/IOBHO pasaenivTb Ha Tpu Tina. Mepsbiit TMn —
norpebeHus, ycTpoeHHble B COOTBETCTBUM C NPaBUIaMM,
KOTOPbIe Mbl MOXeM Habnto4aTb Ha COOTBETCTBYHOLMX

i MOTMNbHUKAX: HAa BOKY, PYKM CNOMKEeHbl nepes, NULOM,
i NMPWCYTCTBYET COCYA MW UHOM MHBEHTapb. BTopow Tvn —
{ yesl0BeYECKME OCTAHKM, HE MOYYNBLUME HOPMATUBHOTO
i norpebeHunsa — OTCyTCTBME YacTeW CKesneTa, HecTaHaapT-
i Has Mo3MuMA, OTCYTCTBME NOorpebanbHOro MHBEHTApS.
{ TpeTuit TMN — pa3po3HEHHbIE KOCTW, MOJIyYeHHble U3
i KYNbTYpHOro cnoAa noceneHui. lNpoBeageHHoe uccne-
i poBaHMe NO3BO/IMIO HaM 3aK/UYUTb, YTO B abaleBo-
! CMHTALUTUHCKUI nepuog, AeTcKue norpebeHua Ha no-
i ceneHuax bbliv BapMaHTOM HOPMATUBHOrTO norpebasnb-
i Horo 0bpana, B3pPOCable OCTAHKM HEMHOFOYUCAEHHbI U
! npeacTasneHbl B TMnax 1 n 2. B cneayowmii, cpybHo-
{ aHOPOHOBCKMI Mepuos, KONMYEeCTBO B3POC/bIX morpe-
i BbeHMi1 Bo3pacTaeT, OHM TaKXKe CTAaHOBATCA BapMAHTOM
i HopmaTtmsHoro norpebanbHoro obpsaga. B uenom, B
i TMNe 2 npeacTasfeHbl B OCHOBHOM B3POC/ble OCTaHKM
i nns 060MX XPOHOIOTMYECKUX NMEPUOAOB.

UctouHuK PpuHaHcMpoBaHua: CTaTba NOATOTOBNEHA

{ B pamKax rocyaapctBeHHoOM nporpammbl «Mpuoputert
i 2030».

Ana uutuposaHuAa: bepceHesa H.A. MepTBble pA-
[lOM C KMBbIMU Ha noceneHusax 6POH30BOro Beka HOx-

i HOro Ypana: nogxoapl K uccnefoBaHuio 1 Knaccmdmxa-

LA MHTpamypasbHbix norpebeHunin. Apxeonoaus Kasax-

i cmana. 2023. Ne 4 (22) (Ha aHra. 53.). C. 66-85.
i DOI: 10.52967/akz2023.4.22.66.85

The custom of burying people inside dwellings, either habitable or abandoned, was practiced in

many ancient societies. In fact, this is one of the earliest known burial practices, believed to have marked
the transition to sedentary life and a food producing economy [Antonova 1990: 38]. Its earliest instances
were recorded in the Late Mesolithic and early farming villages in the Near East [Ibid.: 38; Scott 1999:
95]. While intramural burials of adults mostly date to the Mesolithic and Neolithic, those of children were
common in later societies as well, including state societies.

An important and complicated question, widely discussed in modern archaeology is should we
consider the settlement burials as “ordinary” or “normative” for different cultures and periods or we should
not? What were the reasons for such burial practices?

This paper has two purposes. The first is to investigate the Sintashta, Petrovka, Alakul’ and Srubnaya
settlement burials in terms of “deviant” or normative burial ritual’. The second is to try to define the
possible determinants of such a type of burial activity and to explore if the settlement burials in the Urals
were a part of “normative” burial ritual or if they were not.

This study concerns the South Urals in the Bronze Age of the presumably Sintashta, Petrovka,
Alakul’ and Srubnaya cultural groups. They are currently dated from the 21% to the 15" centuries cal BC
[Molodin et al. 2014]. The sites are located in the steppe part of the Southern Urals. The Ural area can

! According to E. Aspock, “deviant burials” are those that are different from the normative burial ritual of the
respective period, region or cemetery” [ Aspock 2008].
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be defined in terms of its geographic location as a natural boundary between Europe and Asia. In terms
of administrative divisions, this area covers several provinces of the Russian Federation: Bashkortostan,
Orenburg, Chelyabinsk, and Kurgan regions as well as the northwestern part of Kazakhstan. It is
characterized by a great expansive landscape and environmental diversity: steppe, forest-steppe, forests,
and mountains. The beginning of the Bronze Age in the steppe and the southern forest-steppe was marked
by the emergence of food-producing economies. This was based primarily on livestock breeding, which
periodically changed its form over a period of almost two thousand years.

Settlements and formal cemeteries, presumably kurgans, represent the sites very well. Nevertheless,
the mortuary practices included the burials at the settlements as well. So far, burials have been discovered
at 40 Bronze Age settlements in the South Ural region at minimum. Such a form of the disposal of the dead
appeared in the region in the Abashevo-Sintashta time period (21%-18" centuries cal. BC). The tradition
continued during the next, Srubnaya-Alakul’ period (18"-15" centuries cal. BC)? (fig. 1).

Settlements

Sintashta Culture

Permanent settlements, which are round or oval in plan, are supported by sophisticated systems
of fortification; the internal space has a very structured organization and is almost entirely occupied by
standard buildings that are organized into regular blocks. The total area of the settlements ranges from 0.8
to 2.0 hectares. The diagnostic feature of the Sintashta settlements is a closed fortification that consisted of
a ditch, surrounded by a fence or wall. This feature is based upon either the round or rectangular plan. The
number of houses, which are usually rectangular or trapezoidal, correlates with the size of a settlement. The
house sizes are very similar, usually between 100 and 250 m2. The houses are usually found on foundations
dug 20-30 cm into the natural rock; postholes, wall ruins, and some other features relating to the interior
are also found. The construction principles are standard: a frame-pillar construction was used exclusively.
Building material consisted mostly of soil and wood. The long longitudinal walls were adjacent to the next
house. Every house contains one or several wells [for more details see: Koryakova, Epimakhov 2007].

Petrovka Culture

About a dozen settlements, occupying up to 3.5 hectares, with rectangular fortifications are currently
well described. They are located in similar topographic conditions taking up flat river or (rarely) lake
terraces. Unlike the Sintashta sites, the Petrovka settlements have a linear street layout. Some of the
Petrovka fortified settlements were established over the Sintashta settlements. Fortifications vary greatly.
For example, in the Kulevchy site the fortification was practically symbolic being represented only by a
simple enclosure. A full-scale defensive system, as at the Usty’e settlement, consists of a wood and earthen
wall with a ditch. The aboveground and mainly rectangular houses at the Petrovka settlements were of a
frame-pillar construction and were adjacent to the defensive wall as at the Sintashta sites. They are usually
of a standard size within a settlement but vary in general between 80 and 160 m?. Entrances were in the
corner of the house and fronted on the street that separates two blocks. Each house had a well and an oven
[for more details see: Koryakova, Epimakhov 2007].

2 \We adhere to the Bronze Age periodization of the South Urals, proposed by A.V. Epimakhov Epimak-
hov 2010].
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A Srubnaya-Andronovo
B Abashevo-Sintashta
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Fig. 1. Map of key Bronze Age settlements with human burials: 1 — Kuzminkovskoe Il; 2 — Maloyuldashevo;
3 — Tokskoe; 4 — Rodnikovoe; 5 — Gornyi; 6 — Muradymovo; 7 — Korkino I; 8 — Malo-Kizil’skoe;
9 —Tanalyk; 10— Lis’yi Gory I; 11 — Arkaim; 12 — Ust’e I; 13 — Ust’e lll; 14 — Kulevchi llI;
15— Kamennyi Ambar; 16 — Mirnyi IV; 17 — Lisakovskoe |

1-cyp. *epney opHbl TabblnFaH Kosa A2YipiHiH MaHbI3abl KOHbICTaPbIHbIH, OpHaiacy KapTtacbl: 1 — KyabMuHKoB Il;
2 — Manotongaweso; 3 — Tok; 4 — PoaHuKoBoe; 5 — [opHbIit cenockl; 6 — MypaabiMoBO;
7 — KopKuHo |; 8 — Mano-Kusbin; 9 — TaHanbik; 10 — Jlncem Topel |; 11 — Apkaum; 12 —Yctbe |; 13 — YeTbe I
14 — Kynesuwu llI; 15 — KameHHbIi AMbap; 16 — MupHbiii IV; 17 — lucakos 1

Puc. 1. KapTa pacnonoeHusa KAoUYeBbIX NOCENEHWNI 3MOXM BPOH3bI, HA KOTOPbIX 0OHapPYKeHbl 3aXOPOHEHUA:
1 — Ky3bMuHKoBcKoe Il; 2 — Manotongaweso; 3 — Tokckoe; 4 — PogHuKoBoe; 5 — cenuvue MopHbIi;
6 — MypaabimoBo; 7 — KopKuHo |; 8 — Mano-Kusbinbckoe; 9 — TaHanbik; 10 — Jincou lopebl |; 11 — ApKavm;
12 —Yctoe |; 13 = Yetoe lll; 14 — Kynesuw lll; 15 — KameHHbIn AMbap; 16 — MupHbii IV; 17 — Jincakosckoe 1

Srubnaya Culture

The settlements vary in size, but large settlements (occupying more than 10,000 m?) are not numerous.
The settlements usually occupy either the terraces of small rivers or the main terraces. Judging by the
difference in size (from 15 to 200 m?), rectangular and square houses differed not only in construction but
also in function. Houses were built from wood and ground but some house basements were faced with
stone. These houses were fairly substantial. They were semisubterranean constructions, with basements
0.5-1.2 m, with vertical pillar frames. Other houses were built above ground but with a similar pillar frame
construction. The houses usually had only one entrance. Open fireplaces, storage pits, and wells are found
within the houses [for more details see: Koryakova, Epimakhov 2007].

KasakcmaH apxeonoauscsi Ne 4 (22) 2023
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Alakul Culture

The settlements are located on the first river terraces or in the low lake banks, usually very close
to a large valley. The general settlement surface does not exceed 10,000 m?. The planning structure of
settlements is predominantly linear; the houses are organized into one row or, rarely, into two rows
running along the riverbank. The Alakul houses are rectangular, measuring 140-270 m? in surface, dug
into the ground 0.5-0.7 m. The entrances were designed as entryways in a corner or in the wall. The
numerous postholes (up to three hundred) on a floor give evidence to the postframe construction of a
building. The roofs are thought to be two slopes. Typical elements of Alakul interiors were wells, storage
pits, and fireplaces, the number of which can reach five to seven in a single house [see: Koryakova,
Epimakhov 2007].

Abashevo-Sintashta period

Children’s burials. “The majority of individuals buried in settlements during this period were
infants up to two years old. Adult burials were discovered at only two settlements. Children’s interments
under the floors of dwellings were found at the Kamennyi Ambar (fig. 2), Arkaim, Ustye, and Kulevchi
111 settlements (fig. 3) [Vinogradov 1982; Alaeva 1998; Koryakova et al. 2011; Kupriyanova 2018]. They
were located near the entrance or walls of structures at Arkaim, Ustye, and Kulevchi 11, in the center of
the dwelling beside the well at Kamennyi Ambar, and inside the well at Arkaim.

Therefore, we have at least 10 Sintashta and Petrovka child burials, but of the Sintashta burials there
is only one — the grave at Kamennyi Ambar. It had a significant depth from the floor level of the dwelling
— 70 cm, a wooden construction, which could possibly have been meant as a ceiling. The grave goods
consisted of a Sintashta vessel and sacrificial deposit — the head and extremities of sheep. The grave was
located in the center of the dwelling near the well [Koryakova et al. 2011].

Burials from dwellings 2 and 6 of the inner circle of the Arkaim settlement (baby burials arranged
in special pits) also belong to the early period. The grave in building 2 (pit 4) was located near the wall
and was relatively deep, 50 cm below the floor level. The deceased was laid in a standard position on the
left side in a contracted position and hands near the face, head to the north. A vessel of the Sintashta type
was placed near the head [Zdanovich G., Malyutina, Zdanovich D. 2020: 261, fig. 3.2.1; 3.2.5; 3.2.6].
The second burial was found in dwelling 6 (pit 4). The child was also placed in usual position, with his
head to the southwest, and was accompanied by a ceramic vessel of the Petrovka type [Zdanovich G.,
Malyutina, Zdanovich D. 2020: 304, fig. 3.6.1; 3.6.11; 3.6.12—1]. The ritual of infant burials at Arkaim was
generally similar to the intramural burials of the Petrovka culture at the settlement of Ustye I [ Vinogradov,
Berseneva 2013: fig. 5; 6]. In addition, at the Arkaim settlement, human remains were found in the well
(dwellings 1-6, pit 1). G.B. Zdanovich and his co-authors believe that two of the deceased. The bones were
represented by fragments. The second buried (a teenager, as the authors of the publication believe) lay on
his left side in a severely crouched position and was partially covered with a large stone slab. The remains
were located in the middle part of the filling of the well, artifacts firmly associated with them have not been
found [Zdanovich G., Malyutina, Zdanovich D. 2020: 298-301, fig. 3.6.9].

In contrast to the Sintashta grave, the Petrovka pits were quite small in their sizes and depth (usually
20-30 cm, 50 cm maximum) and included only pottery. Their location was rather different — near entrances,
walls, or corners of the dwellings [Vinogradov and Berseneva 2013]. It is necessary to note that the
“settlement” burial rite corresponded in general with the ordinary cemetery rite, including the placement
of pottery and in the Sintashta case, the sacrificial deposit.

KasakcmaH apxeonoauscsi Ne 4 (22) 2023
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Fig. 2. Plans of the fortified settlement Kamenny Ambar (A), child’s burial in building 2 (B), ceramic vessel (C).
Symbols: 1 — stones; 2 — large pits; 3 — wells; 4 — location of children's bones in the burial,
after — Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 2
2-cyp. KameHHbIi AmbBap 6eKiHicTi KoHbIcbl (A); KypblabicTasbl 6ana xkepneyi (B); kepamumKa bigpic (C).
LWapTTbl 6enrinep: 1 — TacTap; 2 — yKEH WYHKbIPAAP; 3 — KYAbIKTap;

4 — xepneygeri 6ana cyeKkTtepiHib, opHanacybl ([Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 2] 60/ibIHLWA)

Puc. 2. YKkpenneHHoe noceneHne KameHHbii AMbap (A); aeTckoe norpebeHune B nocTpolike 2 (B);
Kepamuueckuin cocys, (C). YcnoBHble 0603HaYeHMA: 1 — KamHK; 2 — 6onblume Ambl; 3 — KONOALbI;

4 — mecTOHaxoAeHue AeTCKMX KocTen B norpeberHnn (no: [Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 2])
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Fig. 3. Kulevchi lll settlement (a), children’s burials in dwellings 4 (b) and 5 (c), ceramic vessels.
Symbols: 1 — well; 2 — post holes; 3 — large pits; 4 — location of children's bones in the burials,
after — Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 6

3-cyp. Kynesun lll KoHbIcbI (a), TypFbIH yiiaeri 6anaHbiH, epaeyi 4 (b) »kaHe 5 (c), KepamuKa biabicTap.
LWapTTtbl 6enrinep: 1 — KyAblK; 2 — TyFblp OMbIKTAPbI; 3 — Y/IKEH LYHKbINAP;

4 — xepneyaeri 6ana cyiiektepiHib, opHanacybl ([Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 6] 60/bIHLIA)
Puc. 3. Mocenexue Kynesum lll (a), aetckme norpebeHusa B xkuamwax 4 (b) n 5 (c), kKepamuueckune cocyapi.
YcnoBHble 0603HaveHus: 1 — Konoael,; 2 — cTon60Bble AMKUK; 3 — BobLLME AMbI;

4 — MeCTOHaxoXAeHuWA AeTCKUX KocTel B norpeberHusx (no: [Vinogradov, Berseneva 2013: fig. 6])
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Unfortunately, anthropological age identification was not conducted for all the remains. In the
shallow pits at the Kulevchi 111 settlement there were no bones, only dust from skull bones and, in one case,
the bones did not preserve at all. It is possible that the buried were newborn babies. The same situation
with bones, despite the significant depth of the pit, was discovered at the Kamennyi Ambar settlement. In
the Ustye burials, two of children were 1 year of age at death, one was a newborn and bones of the others
were totally decayed. Thus, we may conclude that children up to 1 year were buried at the Sintashta and
Petrovka settlements.

Adult burials

Not so long ago, we were unable to discuss the adult burials at the Sintashta and Petrovka settlements,
because there were none. However, a few years ago, a grave of the Sintashta period was discovered at the
Maloyuldashevo settlement in the Western Orenburg region [Morgunova et al. 2015]. The excavation
yielded a great deal of material, from the Neolithic to the Late Bronze Age but the dwellings belonged to
the Srubnaya period. The interment of three adult individuals (dating to the Sintashta period) was found
outside the stone walls of the Srubnaya dwelling (see: Faizullin this volume). The pit was very shallow
and it was not dug into the sterile soil. A middle-age male was placed in a contracted position on his right
side. A ceramic vessel accompanied him along with a bronze awl and a cow bone. Near the feet of the
first skeleton were the remains of a younger male (30—40 years old) placed in a heap along with leg bones
from 5 sheep. Behind the middle-aged male was a young female in supine position. Her skull had traces of
injury from a pointed-edged weapon. The female was accompanied with a great number of grave goods.
A sacrificial deposit was arranged near the feet of the dead woman and included 5 sheep skulls.

We agree with the authors of the excavation that this complex is non-typical in every respect.

Firstly, chronological correlation of the burial and the dwelling is unclear. Was the burial arranged
earlier than the dwelling or were they relatively simultaneous? If the latter case, the presence of the strange
burial complex in the Srubnaya living space looks very unusual, indeed.

Secondly, despite the variability of the Sintashta mortuary practice, this burial broke the firm tradition
of male burials on the left side only. The supine position of the female skeleton is also non-standard.

Thirdly, it is important to note that this was the first time anthropologists had found such fatal
traumas on Sintashta skeletons.

The remains of the second male, as well as the animal bones, were probably a specific sacrificial
complex, which we can clearly see in the plan of the grave.

How can we interpret this burial type? It is possible that there was no opportunity to bury the dead
in the formal cemetery. For example, it may have been too far from the place of death. It might be they
were intentionally buried outside the clan cemetery because of “wrong” or “dangerous” circumstance of
the death. These people might have been victims of a war attack or crime, or death penalty.

It is hard to interpret the remains of individual 3. We can suppose that it could be a human sacrifice
or the remains of an outlaw, a criminal or an enemy (stranger), which was a part of the sacrificial deposit
along with the sheep bones.

The second important source for this period was the burials at the Malo-Kizilskoe settlement
(fig. 4; 5). It was an Abashevo settlement, and unfortunately, it had been seriously damaged and almost
destroyed long before the first excavation in 1948 [Salnikov 1954: 67-81; 1967: 35-38]. There were two
excavation trenches at the settlement; human remains were discovered in both. The burned human skeleton
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Fig. 4. Malo-Kizilskoe settlement. Trench I. Human burial, after — Salnikov 1954: fig. 15,
redrawn by Natalia Berseneva
4-cyp. Mano-Kusbin KoHblicbl. | apbiK. AaamHbliH, Kepeyi ([CanbHuKoB 1954: puc. 15] 6oibIHLWA,
H.A. BepceHeBaHblIH CaHAbIK e6HAeYi)
Puc. 4. Mano-Kusbinbckoe nocenenue. TpaHwes |. MorpebeHune yenoseka (no: [CanbHuKoB 1954: puc. 15],
umodposas obpaboTka H.A. bepceHeBol)
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Fig. 5. Malo-Kizilskoe settlement. Trench Ill. Child burial, after — Salnikov 1954: fig. 18,
redrawn by Natalia Berseneva
5-cyp. Mano-Kusbin KoHbicbl. Il apbik. BanaHbiH, *kepneyi ([CanbHMKoB 1954: puc. 18] 601bIHLLA,
H.A. BepceHeBaHblH CaHAbIK eHAeYi)
Puc. 5. Mano-Kusbinbckoe nocenenue. TpaHuwes lIl. MorpebeHune pebeHka (no: [CanbHuKoB 1954: puc. 18],
umodposasa obpaboTtka H.A. bepceHeBoW)
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was found in the first excavation area. It laid on the ancient surface, on its back, with one leg in an unnatural
position (fig. 3). Dwellings were not discovered. Cultural soil in this trench included a considerable amount
of burned material.

In the second trench, the child burial (a cremation) was found in the dwelling, under the floor level
(fig. 4). Among the remains, silver pendants and a bronze bracelet were discovered. Outside the dwelling,
on the ancient soil level the “incomplete human skeleton” laid in a prone position. Its arm bones were not
articulated, and the leg bones and skull were absent. A bronze bracelet and silver pendant were found near
the skeleton.

The author of the excavation (K. Salnikov) considered the first burial “a result of the ritual
activity” [Salnikov 1954: 73], and the third (female?) as displaying “traces of violent death and ancient
dismemberment of the corpse” [Salnikov 1967: 38].

The Malo-Kizilskoe materials are a very important source for the Ural Bronze Age. Despite the
fact that excavated areas are too small for firm conclusions, it looks like the only example of an Abashevo
settlement that was destroyed as a result of possible war attack and the following fire resulting in a significant
amount of burnt material in the soil.

However, the child burial in the dwelling had been clearly deliberate and was arranged before the
settlement was destroyed—it was under the floor and the ornaments were intact. We should note that human
burials have not been found at the Abashevo settlements in the Urals, let alone cremations. The Malo-
Kizilskoe settlement is a unique example of an Abashevo settlement, which could have been destroyed as a
result of war activity. Also it demonstrated that the child burial was arranged in accordance to the unusual
rite for the Abashevo population, that is cremation.

We can conclude that in the Abashevo-Sintashta period, children’s burials in the living space were a
type of the normal burial practice. They were arranged according to general rules and their only distinction
from interments in the cemeteries was their placement at the settlements.

Adult burials cannot be interpreted in the same way. We have only two in the entire period discussed
above; both of them were non-standard. Adult burials at the Malo-Kizilskoe settlement look accidental, the
position and context evidence indicates that these people were not buried in accordance to the common rules
and in the proper place — they were left wherever death overtook them. The burial at the Maloyuldashevo
settlement was clearly deliberate and arranged according to most of the rules, however, the placement
of the grave, the absence of the grave pit, the position of skeleton 3, and injuries on the female skull all
indicate that some unusual events occurred resulting in this burial complex.

Thus, adult burials in the settlements of the Abashevo-Sintashta period could be classified as
“deviant” — they do not fit into the model of the burial rite of the societies under study.

Srubnaya-Andronovo period

Human burials in Late Bronze Age settlements in the South-Urals are quite usual. As opposed to
most of the intramural burials in the Abashevo-Sintashta period, we find not only adult individuals but also
infant burials as well.

Human burials were discovered in at least 40 settlements in the area under study. Some interments
look clearly deliberate, and the dead were laid in the usual position — on the left side. Other skeletons are
disarticulated or dumped without any burial treatment.
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Fig. 6. Lisii Gory 1 settlement. Burial of a young woman (about 30 years old) and two newborn babies.
Grave goods: 1 — beads; 2 —animal bones; 3 — bronze bracelets and ceramic vessels,
after — Petrov, Kupriyanova 2016: Fig. 64—66
6-cyp. J/Incbu fopbl 1 KoHbIChI. Mac arienaid (wamameH 30 3Kac) XKaHe eki ¥KaHa TyFaH cabuaiH, Kepneyi.
MHBeHTapb: 1 — MOHLIAKTap; 2 — »kaHyap cyiekTepi; 3 — Kona 6inesikrep KaHe KepaMunka blabicTap
([NeTpos, KynpusHosa 2016: puc. 64—66] 6oibiHLIA)
Puc. 6. MoceneHue Jlucbu lopbl 1. MNMorpebeHre monoaon XeHuwmHbl (okono 30 neT) U ABYX HOBOPOXKAEHHbIX
neteit. MHBeHTapb: 1 — BYCUHbI; 2 — KOCTU }KUBOTHbIX; 3 — 6pOH30Bble Bpac/ieTbl U Kepamuyeckme cocyabl
(no: [MeTpos, KynpuaHosa 2016: puc. 64-66])
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Fig. 7. Korkino | settlement. Human remains near dwelling 3, after — Chemyakin 2015: fig. 3
7-cyp. KOPKUHO | KOHBICHI. 3 TYPFbIH YIAre *KaKblH agam KaHKanapbl ([Yemakun 2015: puc. 3] 6olibiHLwa)
Puc. 7. NoceneHune KopkuHo |. Yenoseyeckne octaHku 6513 kunmwa 3 (no: [YemsakumH 2015: puc. 3])

KasakcmaH apxeonoauscsi Ne 4 (22) 2023



The Dead near to the Living at the Bronze Age Settlements &

BERSENEVA N. in the South Urals ...

Interments are quite various from the point of view of age and gender. Some of the dead (presumably
small children and some of the adults) were buried according to the usual tradition — in a contracted
position, on the left side, and accompanied by pottery (Rodnikovoe settlement [Kupzova, Faisullin 2012],
Ustye [Vinogradov et al. 2013: 111-112], Lis’yi Gory [Petrov, Kupriyanova 2016] (fig. 6).

Other skeletons (or parts of skeletons), usually adults, had indications of special treatment of
their bones — burning, dismemberment, interment of only part of the corpse, or they were in a non-
standard position (Tanalyk I [Garustovich, Kotov 2007], Kuzminkovskoe II settlement, Korkino (fig. 7),
Pokrovskoe settlement, Tokskoe settlement, adult burial at Ustye [Porokhova 1989, 62; Morgunova et al.
2001; Faisullin 2012; Vinogradov et al. 2013], Mirnyi IV [Chemyakin 2015], Lisakovskoe [Usmanova
2005]. Separate human bones were found in the cultural soil and in the fill of dwellings at the settlement
of Gornyi [Antipina 2004: 239].

Unfortunately, anthropological identification was conducted only for Gornyi, Muradymovo, Tokskoe,
Lis’yi Gory settlements as well as Tanalyk, Ustye and Korkino.

At the Tokskoe settlement according to A. Chochlov, the bones of about 10 individuals were found.
All of these individuals were adults except for one teenager 12—-14 years old. One skeleton belonged to a
female age 20-25 years old, and the rest were males, ages 30 to 50 years old [Faizullin 2012: 228].

A paired burial was found at Muradymovo, which included a rather elderly male and female couple
(40-45 years old). They were buried on the left side and in a standard position above the wall of the
settlement. Children (8 months and a one year old) were buried in the standard position and accompanied
with Srubnaya pottery in the dwelling and in the fill of the wall [Obydennova et al. 2002: 78].

At the Tanalyk settlement at least three adult burials were found, one was a female. The corpses were
buried without the standard mortuary treatment and the skeletons were incomplete [Garustovich, Kotov
2007: 35]. At Gornyi, the bones of two newborns, an adolescent, and an adult female and male were found
[Antipina 2004: 239]. At Korkino and Mirnyi, the remains of adult males killed as a result of a war conflict
were discovered [Chemyakin 2015].

In opposition to the above-mentioned burials, the grave at the Lis’yi Gory settlement seemed to
be particularly touching [Petrov, Kupriyanova 2016]. During the excavation, a burial of a female about
30 years old with two newborn babies (twins?) was discovered near the stone menhir near the border of
the settlement. The burial was arranged according to the normal Srubnaya rite with the children’s bodies
placed in front of the face of the dead woman.

Interpretation

Many interpretations of intramural burials have been proposed on the basis of historic and ethnographic
sources [Antonova 1990: 86; Scott 1999: 99-102; Beilke-Voigt 2008: 26; Mishina 2010: 140; Karl, Lécker
2011, etc.]. The search for explanations follows two main trends. One version is based on the idea of a
construction sacrifice. Alternative versions proceed from the assumption that the children died from natural
causes and were buried inside houses for religious or practical reasons, depending on the context. These
interpretations have recently gained popularity. While infanticide has been reliably documented by both
written and oral sources, demonstrating it archaeologically is very difficult. This is why hypotheses based
on ideas such as the magic revival of deceased newborns in the same family or maintaining women’s
fertility are more popular [Scott 1999: 105-107; Beilke-Voigt 2008]. Explanations relating to ancestor
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and fertility worship are relatively common [Bibikov 1953: 197-198; Scott 1999: 102]. Specialists in
the Mesolithic and Neolithic of the Balkans believe that the custom of intramural burials was aimed at
preserving the “reproductive capacity” of the dwelling as the place where members of a family or of a
lineage lived [Boric, Stefanovic 2004: 541], implying that fecundity was in some way associated with place
of residence. Nowhere is the connection between birth and death inherent in the fertility cult so manifest as
in the death and burial of a newborn child. Returning to burials found in Bronze Age dwellings (Sintashta
and Petrovka), the idea of construction sacrifice must be rejected. Nothing whatever indicates infanticide.
There are likewise no unambiguous indications that burials were made during construction. Only one thing
is evident: people continued to live in their dwellings after they had buried the children under the floors.
Evidence for this is burial 8 at Ustye I covered by the floor coating and reopened to accommodate a second
burial. Child burials were not found in every dwelling. Their context demonstrates the special care on
behalf of the adults: the bodies were placed in the graves in a standard position, accompanied by vessels,
and in one case, an animal was sacrificed. Most children’s graves are situated near the corners and walls of
the construction pit or near the entrances to structures or passages connecting separate compartments, but
not where people were most likely to tread. The same tendency has been observed at chronologically and
geographically divergent sites [Molodin et al. 2004: 181, 199; Mishina 2010: 141; Kiryushin et al. 2004:
217; Khronologiya... 2005:325]. These places were traditionally regarded as being ritually “cleaner” than
others [Beilke-Voigt 2008: 28]. The fact that the age of the child varies and that two individuals, a newborn
and a one-year-old infant, were buried in a single grave also runs counter to the idea of infanticide.

Why were children buried within the family space? This was not a universal practice in Bronze
Age societies. Unusual practices might be caused by extraordinary situations such as the death of a great
number of children, animals, etc. Care for the preservation or restoration of fertility, whether human or
that of domestic animals, might play a principal role in burial rites even in cases where the child suffered
a violent death. However, in this case too, according to the idea of fertility, attested by animal sacrifices
at extramural cemeteries [Zdanovich 2005], the death of an infant could symbolize revival and be used to
maintain relations between the living and the dead, between humans and deities. Amore prosaic explanation
is that burying newborns and very young infants was a family duty and did not require rites such as those
practiced during the burial of adults or older children. Certain families might have wished that the child
could stay with them, as it were, even after death. The practice of leaving dead infants inside homes has
survived until recently [Baiburin 1983; Boric, Stefanovic 2004; Mishina 2010]. Indirect proof of the above
is that infant burials at Ural settlements sites have been found in far from all houses. Our last point is that
a modest sample notwithstanding, the evidence is suggestive and relevant to understanding the origins of
the Bronze Age societies and their ideologies. We call on our colleagues to publish all instances of this
practice, unusual for the Urals and Western Siberia.

Adult burials cannot be interpreted in a generalized manner. In Russian scientific literature, burials at
settlements are still considered, in general and interpreted as, “sacrifices” without firm reasons. Nevertheless,
it seems clear now that we have remains of different activities, which were conducted according to different
purposes.

The burials of the first type (according to the normative ritual) could have been dug if there was no
opportunity or time to bury the dead in the formal cemetery (abandonment of the living settlement, runaway
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to another place and so on), or as a sign of special treatment possibly related to sentimental aspects such
as the grave of the female with the newborns in the periphery of the Lis’yi Gory settlement. Little children
have often been buried in the domestic space during the whole of human history.

The burials of the second type may have been the result of some kind of conflict, crime, or legitimized
violence (sacrifice, execution). Is it possible that some dwellings or other parts of the settlement were not
inhabited at that time? Perhaps the settlement was destroyed as a result of war-like conflict and nobody
survived to bury the dead.

Unfortunately, sometimes the poor quality of excavation and publication does not allow us to
interpret the context decisively.

As regards the third type — non-articulated bones, which were found in the cultural soil or in the fill
of dwellings — it is hard to say for what reasons or activities they were used. Non-articulated bones could
have been used for various purposes during the rituals. Bones of newborns may have been from destroyed
children’s burials. Nevertheless, most of the ancient settlements usually have some human bones in their
osteological collections.

Conclusion

As a result, in order to interpret the settlement burials in the Ural Bronze Age, we need to be aware
that these burials are varied and therefore could be determined to have had different circumstances. We can
divide the burials into three types. The first type of grave is arranged along the common burial rules of the
society. There are children’s burials as well as the adult graves. The second type of burial does not fit the
common norms. They are disarticulated, mutilated bodies in a non-standard position. All of these burials
belonged to adults, mostly to males. The third type of burial consists of finds of separate bones or parts of
a skeleton. They belonged to both adults and children. Thus, we may conclude that in the early Abashevo-
Sintashta period, children’s burials at the settlements were a variant of the normal burial practice. Adult
burials were rather deviant. In the next Srubnaya-Andronovo period, both children and adult burials at the
settlements were allowed the normal burial practice. However, a significant number of the adult burials
were “deviant”. We can, therefore, see that the deviant burials were related to adult individuals in both
periods.
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