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¥,

3«B6030K» MeMNeKeTTiK TapuXU-MaeHN KOpPbIK My3eili,

AcTaHa K., KasakcTaH.

CemeiigiH EpTic maHpbl epTe KewneninepiHix,
ob6anapblH 3epTTey

Makanaga CemeinTay »aHe KeKeHTayablH »KoTana-
pblHAA 3epTTeNreH eckepTKilWTepaiH, matepuangapbl i
i tay. 3a nepuog 2014-2018 Ir. Ha WECTU MOTUIbHMUKAX

bepinreH. 2014-2018 K. apanbifbiHAA@ anTbl KOPbIM

MeH obanap TobblHaH 13 oba 3epTTengi. Inecne maTte-
puangapbl Temip TyTikwenep (Tyipeyiw?) aHe KOWAblIH, i
KyMbIMILafFblHaH Typagdpbl. Yw afganga (Kapatebe
KopbiMmbl, No 2 »aHe 3 oba; Kapacy-YwTtebe Kopbimbl
Ne 1 oba) kapTbinait bafanbl TacTaphaH »acanfaH i
Kapy-apakTapsbl i
CYMEKTEH KacasifaH UbIHTbIK XaHe Bip Kona »KebeHiH,
ywbl. Hannbl, obanapabiH Xep YCTi aHe Kabipiwinik i
KYPbI/bICTapbIHbIH, YKCACTbIKTapbl Ine e3eHi 60ibiHAaFbI |
eXenri yuciH maaeHueTiHiH, epTe KeseHi (6.4.4. III—§
Il £r.) obanapbiHaH KaHe Mofapfbl EpTic GOMbIHbIH, i
Kynaxkopfa TUNTI eckepTkiwTtep (6.4.4. Il £ — 6.4. | £) §
MmaTepuangapblHaH Tabbinagbl. CunaTTanbin OTbIpFaH
obanapablH, KeNWiniriHiH 3aTTail KeweHi MeH epney
KOHCTPYKLUMANbBIK — epeKLeniKTepiHiH, |
CapblapKa ecKepTKilTepiMeH »aKblHObIFbIH, acipece§
Kapamosna TUniHAeri KelweHaep matepuangapsl iwiHge :
Kebipek Ke3aeceTiHiH aTan eTy Kepek. PagnMoKeMipTeKTiK :
6olblHLWA 3epTTenreH HbicaHAap
i pagmMoyrnepogHoro aHasMsa UccnefoBaHHble 06bEeKTbI
¢ natupytotca V-l BB. 40 H.3.

olweken byhbimgap Tabbiagbl.

KYPbI/bICbIHbIH,

Tangay HaTUXKeci
6.4.4. V-III £F. mep3imaenes,.
KapkbnaHgbipy kKesi: Makana KP fKEM fbinbim

KOMUTETIHIH 2023—-2025 }KK. IPaHTTbIK Kap»KblAaHAbIPYbI
weHbepiHae, )TH AP19678440 »obacbl aacbiHaa aaap- :
Kk MHBO PK 2023-2025, UPH npoekta AR19678440.

naHAabl.

Cinteme »kacay yuwin: AiiTkanmn A., XyHicxaHoB A., i
epte i
KelneninepiHiv, obanapbiH 3epTTey. KazakcmaH ap-§
xeonozuAcsl. 2023. Ne 3 (21). 82-94-66. (AfblAWbIHWA). i
{ DOI: 10.52967/akz2023.3.21.82.94

PaxmaHKkynos E. Cemelgid EpTic  maHbl

DOI: 10.52967/akz2023.3.21.82.94

3locyLlapCTBEHHDbIV UCTOPUKO-KYBTYPHbIN My3eii-
3anoBeAHuUK “bo3ok”, r. ActaHa, KasaxcTaH.

WUccnepoeaHne KypraHOB paHHUX KOYEBHMKOB
Cemetickoro MpuupTbiwbA

B ctatbe npeacTtaBsiieHbl maTepuanbl MaMATHUKOB,
nccneaoBaHHbIX B TOPHbIX MaCCUBax Cememay 1 KokeH-

M KypraHHbIX rpynnax 6b110 ncciefosaHo 13 KypraHos.
MaTepuranbl CONPOBOAUTENBHOTO MHBEHTAPSA NpeacTaB-
NAT cObO KenesHble CTePXKHU (6yNaBKM?) U XBOCTO-
Bble NO3BOHKM HapaHa. B Tpéx cayyasax (mor. KapaTtobe,
Kypr. Ne 2, 3; mor. Kapacy-YwTobe, Kypr. Ne 1) obHapy-
YKEHbl OXepenbsA U3 NoNAyApParoLeHHbIX KamHel. Mpea-
MeTbl BOOPYKEHUA NpeacTaBaeHbl HABOPOM KOCTAHbIX
N OAHUM BPOH30BbIM HaKOHEYHMKaMM CTpen. B uenom,
aHaNorMM Ha3eMHbIM Y BHYTPUMOTU/IbHbIM COOPYKEHN-
AM KypraHoB Haxo4AT aHaNorMyM B maTepuanax namar-
HUKOB KynaskopruHckoro tuna (lll B. Ao H.3. — | B. H.3.)
BepxHero MpuupTbiWwbA M B KypraHax paHHero stana
(NI BB. 4O H.3.) KyAbTYPbl APEBHUX YCYHEW AONAUHbI
p. Mne. CToUT OTMETUTb BIM30CTb KOHCTPYKTUBHBIX OCO-
6eHHocTeln norpebanbHbIX COOPYKEHUN U NPeaMETHO-
ro KOMMaeKkca HONbLIMHCTBA OMUCHIBAEMbIX KypraHoB
C namaTHMKamu CapblapKku, npexae Bcero, Havbonb-
WKe napanieny npocrexmnBaloTca cpean maTepuasos
KOMMNJIEKCOB KapamoJ/IMHCKOro Tuna. Mo pesynbratam

NcTOUHUK PpuHaHcupoBaHuA: CTaTbA NOAroTOB/EHA
B paMKax rpaHToBoro ¢puHaHcMpoBaHus KomuTeTta Hay-

Ona uutupoBaHua: AiTkanm A., MyHucxaHos A.,
PaxmaHkynos E. WUccnepgoBaHne KypraHOB PaHHMX Ko-
yeBHMKOB Cemelickoro [MpuunpTblwba. Apxeoso2us
KazaxcmaHa. 2023. Ne 3 (21). C. 82-94 (Ha aHrA. s3.).

1 Introduction (Aitkali A., Zhuniskhanov A., Rakhmankulov E.)
From an archaeological perspective, the designated region represents an unexplored area, making

it a compelling focal point for concentrated archaeological investigations. In 2014-2015, we conducted a
comprehensive exploration of archaeological sites within the administrative district of Semey. The primary
objective of this research endeavor was to identify and conduct preliminary analyses of archaeological
sites spanning various historical periods, with the intention of defining their principal characteristics. The
selection of the Semeytau and Kokentau mountain ranges as the designated exploration route was based on
their close proximity and the common cultural elementsexhibited by early nomadic civilizations, thereby
forming a cohesive historical and cultural entity.

The first written evidence concerning these areas was obtained in 1903, as a result of data collec-
tion by the Semipalatinsk Regional Statistical Committee [Konmun 1903: 3-32]. In N. Konshin’s article
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“On the monuments of antiquity of the Semipalatinsk region”, which is a summary of the information
received by the Committee, there are only a few meager lines about these places [Konmua 1903: 5]. It was
pointed out that there are many mounds and circles of stones in the Semeytau tracts, and in the Kokentau
mountains, there are some inscriptions on the rocks. The same information is duplicated in the book “Ar-
chaeological Map of Kazakhstan”, published in 1960 [AKK 1960: 361].

Without a doubt, comprehensive archaeological investigations in these regions have showcased a
wealth of historical monuments spanning from the Bronze Age to the More recent historical periods. Prior
publications hold valuable insights regarding the findings from research on the ancient burial site and
settlement of Koken, which dates back to the Bronze Age [Alitkanu xaHe T. 6. 2017; Doumani and Rah-
mankulov 2018; Jloymanu u np. 2020; Doumani and etc. 2021]. In addition, the areas under consideration
include large settlements and burial grounds of the Bronze Age, the early Iron Age, production workshops
and about a dozen caves with rock carvings [Wauyd 2012: 29-35]. Currently, around the Semeytau and
Kokentau mountain ranges, seven mounds with “moustache” have been recorded, but this number can be
increased, since only two thirds of the territory around the mountain ranges has been studied by explora-
tion. All of them, with the exception of two, were found around the Semeytau mountain range [AliTkanu
u p. 2019]. In structure, all of them, with the exception of one (Semeytau burial ground), are of the same
type, the complexes consist of two small mounds in diameter not exceeding 15 m, located along the east-
west line, their arc-shaped short paths branched off from the eastern embankments. The structure was dif-
ferent from the others, it had one large embankment with a diameter of up to 30 m, with a deep funnel in
the center, about 2 m high, with long stone ridges and ends in the form of small fences.

Among the monuments of the early Middle Ages, the sanctuary from the ancient Turkic period
stands out, which includes a rectangular mound, a moat, a shaft and stone statues dug in on the eastern side.
Despite centuries of weathering by winds and blizzards, the facial features of the statues, which presum-
ably represent the ancient inhabitants, remain clearly visible

Thus, the archaeological work conducted has revealed unique material evidence characterizing the
culture of the ancient population in this area for the first time.

2 Materials and methods of research

2.1 Methods of research

The construction features of the burial structures, as well as the subject complex of the studied
monuments were analyzed using traditional methods of archaeological research. Definitions of anthropo-
logical material were made in the research laboratory of Paleoanthropological study of the Margulan Insti-
tute of Archaeology by the Candidate of Historical Sciences E. Kitov. Radiocarbon dating of the samples
was carried out at the Vilnius Radiocarbon Mass spectrometry Laboratory (Vilnius, Lithuania) (Table 1).
The results of the analysis of seeds from mound no. 2 of the Karatobe burial ground were carried out at the
National Center of Biotechnology (Astana). Zh. Kalieva, a researcher at the Margulan Institute of Archae-
ology, conducted a technical analysis of a vessel found in the aforementioned mound.

2.2 Characteristics of sources

To date, a total of 13 burial mounds from a coeval period across six different burial sites and mound
groups have been excavated. Burial mounds have been excavated on the burial grounds area: Karatobe — 4,
Kotyrkora — 2, Semeytau — 1, Kotyrbulak — 1, Suykbulak — 3, Karasu-Ushtobe— 2 (fig. 1). We will briefly
describe the most significant details of the funeral rite and the architecture of burial structures.
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Fig. 1. Location of the sites mentioned in the text: 1 — Karatobe; 2 — Kotyrkora;
3 — Semeytau; 4 — Kotyrbulak; 5 — Suykbulak; 6 — Karasu-Ushtobe
1-cyp. Makanaga avTbinFaH eckepTKiWwTepaiH opHanacybl: 1 — Kapatebe; 2 — KoTbipkopa;
3 — CemeliTay; 4 — KoTbipbynak; 5 — Cybikbynak; 6 — Kapacy-YwTtebe
Puc. 1. lokanusauma NnaMATHUKOB, YNTOMMHaEMbIX B cTaTbe: 1 — KapaTobe; 2 — KoTbipKopa;
3 — Cemelitay; 4 — KoTbipbynak; 5 — Cyblkbynak; 6 — Kapacy-YwTobe

The Karatobe burial ground (fig. 2, 1). It is localized at the foot of the northwestern tip of Mount
Kokentau. Archaeological work on the burial ground was carried out in 2014-2015 and 2018. In total,
there are 17 burial mounds elongated in the meridional direction in three groups of the burial ground. Four
burial structures were uncovered, including one mound with “mustache”. Of these, three mounds (k. no. 2,
3, 6), with undisturbed burials, gave a very peculiar material [ AfiTkanu »xoHe T. 0. 2014].

A distinctive feature of the burial mounds of the Karatobe burial ground is that all of them had two-
row stone rings with entrances on the eastern side at some distance from the embankment. The mounds,
composed of soil mixed with stones, appear square when viewed from above and have a flattened shape
in cross-section. Ground structures in the form of stone fences are located under the embankments. In
the center of the fences, grave pits have been cleared, oriented with a long axis in the east-west direction.
In one case, the inter-grave structures are represented by a stone box, while in others they are represented
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Fig. 2. Topographic plans of the burial grounds: 1 — Karatobe; 2 — Karasu-Ushtobe; 3 — Suykbulak
2-cyp. Kopbimaapabi, Tonorpaduanbik »ocnapnapbl: 1 — KapaTtebe; 2 — Kapacy-Ywtebe; 3 — CybikbynakK
Puc. 2. Tonorpaduryeckme naaHbl MOrmabHUKoB: 1 — Kapatobe; 2 — Kapacy-YwTobe; 3 — Cybikbynak
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Fig. 3. The Karatobe burial ground, burial mound no. 2: 1 — plan of the grave structure after removing the turf;
2 — plan of the grave structure after clearing and sections; 3 — plan of the grave pit after clearing (1 — tissue
fragments (?); 2 — seeds; 3 — pin (iron); 4 — headdress patch (gold); 5 — necklace; 6 — bronze ring;

7 — bead and craft made of bronze). Performed by Galymzhan Kiyasbek

3-cyp. KapaTebe Kopbimbl, N2 2 ob6a: 1 — wbim KabaTbiHbIHAH Ta3anafaHHaH KeniHri Kabip ycTi
KYPbI/IbICbIHbIH, }KOCMapbl; 2 — Ta3aNaHFaHHAH KeNiHri Kabip YCTi KYpbl/ibICbIHbIH, }KOCMaPbl }KaHEe KMManapbl;
3 — TazanaHfaHHaH KeliHri Kabip WyHKbIPbIHbIH ¥ocnapbl (1 — maTa Kanabifbl (?); 2 — AaH; 3 — Tynpeyilw (Temip);
4 — 6ac KMiMHIH, >kancblpmachbl (anTbiH); 5 — anka; 6 — KoMaAaH »KacanfaH CakuHa;
7 — KONafaH XacanfaH ycak MOHLWAK). OpblHAaFaH: fanbimxkaH Kuscbek

Puc. 3. MorunbHuk Kapatobe, kKypraH N2 2: 1 — naaH HaAMOIMbHOTO COOPYXKEeHUA Nocae CHATUA AePHa;

2 — NNaH HaZLMOTUNbHOFO COOPYXKEHMA NOC/E PACYUCTKM U pa3pesbl; 3 — NaaH MOrMIbHOM AMbI MOC/E PACYUCTKM
(1 — dparmeHTbl TKaHK (?); 2 — cemeHa; 3 — 6ynaBKa (keneso); 4 — HalwMBKa ronosHoro y6opa (30/10T0);

5 — oxepenbe; 6 — bpoH30BOE KOMbLO; 7 — ByCMHKA M nogenka us 6poH3bl). McnonHuTenb: ManbimkaH Kuacbek
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Fig. 4. The Karatobe burial ground, burial mound no. 3: 1 — plan of the burial structure after removing the turf;
2 —plan of the grave structure after clearing and sections; 3 — plan of the grave pit after clearing
(1 — caudal vertebrae (small cattle); 2 — ash; 3 — pin (iron); 4 — beads made of semi-precious stones).
Performed by Galymzhan Kiyasbek
4-cyp. Kapatebe KopbiMbl, N2 3 06a: 1 — WwbiM KabaTbiHaH Ta3afaraHHaH KeWiHri Kabip ycTi
KYPbI/IbICbIHbIH, }KOCMNapbl; 2 — Ta3afaHfaHHaH KeMiHri Kabip YCTi KYPbI/bICbIHbIH, ¥KOCMapbl }KaHe KMManapbl;
3 —TasanaHfaHHaH KeniHri Kabip WyHKbIPbIHbIH, ¥ocnapbl (1 — KyiMbIMLWAK, (ycak man); 2 — Kyn;

3 —Tylipeyiw (Temip); 4 — *KapTbinait 6afanbl TacTapAaH XKacanfaH MoHwak). OpbiHAaFaH fanbiMmxaH Kuscbek
Puc. 4. MorunbHuk Kapatobe, kypraH Ne 3: 1 — naaH HagMOrMAbHOTO COOPYXKEHUA Nocne CHATUA AepHa; 2 —
NAaH HAAMOTUABbHOFO COOPYKEHWUA MOC/E PACUNCTKM U pa3pesbl; 3 — NAaH MOFMAbHOM AMbI NOC/E PACYUCTKU

(1 — xBocToBble No3BoHKK (MPC); 2 — 30na; 3 — 6ynaBKa (3kene3o0); 4 — 6YCUHKM U3 NONYAPArOLLEHHbIX KaMHel).
NcnonHutenb Manbim»kaH Knsacbek
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Fig. 5. The Karatobe burial ground. Utensils set: 1, 8-10 — burial mound no. 2; 2—7 — burial mound no. 3.
Performed by Erbolat Rahmankulov

5-cyp. KapaTtebe Kopbimbl. 3aTTap KewweHi: 1, 8—10 — Ne 2 06a; 2—7 — Ne 3 o6a. OpbiHAafaH: Epbonat PaxmaHKyioB

Puc. 5. MorunbHuKk KapaTobe. Bewesoit komnnekc: 1, 8—10 — KypraH Ne 2; 2—7— kypraH Ne 3.
UcnonHutens: Epbonat PaxmaHKynos

by a dirt pit with a fence of vertically placed slabs. The deceased were laid on their backs with their heads
facing west or southwest.

In the burial mound no. 2, in a rich burial (fig. 3), in a stone box, a fragment of a headdress in the
form of a gold plate with a combined geometric and floral ornament, a gold earring complete with two
gold threads with corrugations and a rhombic shape with a turquoise pendant, an iron pin with a golden
spherical top, and a necklace was cleared on the cervical vertebrae of the vertebral column made of stones
(4 carnelian, 2 paste, 1 chalk (?) and gilding (4 pieces) with a diamond-shaped ornament (fig. 5, 1, 8-10).

The eight-shaped gold earring from mound no. 2, apparently, belongs to the category of late earrings
(fig. 5, 10) — not earlier than the second half of the 1% millennium BC (Table 1, 1). The patch of the head-
dress (fig. 7.2). Decorative style distinct from the animal motifs commonly found in the Saka period.

A ceramic vesselwas found just below the modern surface of the earth, in the western part of the
grave pit. The vessel was burned presumably in a fire, as evidenced by the mottled color of the surface. The
color in the fracture is light brown, dark gray in some places. The vessel is spherical in shape (?) the upper
part is missing; the bottom is wide flattened. Hollow body construction: the bottom is made of one a single
flat piece, The rim are built up from the outside.

The outer surface is smoothed with a hard wooden tool, while the inner surface is hand-smoothed.
The results of the technological analysis of ceramics showed that the vessel was not intended for everyday
use and was made for a funeral rite.

In addition, the seeds of the plant were found in a stone box. The results of the conducted studies
show that the seeds of unknown origin that were obtained belong to the Knotgrass (Polygonum avicu-
lare L.). However, the results of the radiocarbon analysis of the seeds showed a later date (Table 1, 2).
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Fig. 6. The Suykbulak burial ground. Burial mound no. 8.
Arrowheads: 1-12 — bone; 13 — bronze.
Performed by Erbolat Rahmankulov

6-cyp. Cybikbynak Kopbimbl, Ne 8 oba. ebe ywtapsbi:
1-12 — cyiek; 13 — Kona.
OpbiHaafaH: Epbonat PaxmaHKyi0B
Puc. 6. MorunbHuK Cyblkbynak, KypraH Ne 8.

HakoHeuHuKM cTpen: 1-12 — KocTb; 13 — 6poH3a.
UcnonHutens: Epbonat PaxmaHkynos

In mound no. 3 (fig. 4), a large number of
beads (32 pieces) (fig. 7, 1) made of multicolored
semi-precious stones (agate, carnelian), as well as
an iron pin were found around the head of the bur-
ied individual (fig. 4; 5, 2-9).

The Kotyrkora burial ground.Archaeological
work on the burial ground was carried out in 2014.
The burial ground encompasses morethan 30 objects
of different times aligned in a north-south direction.
The mounds of the examined burial mounds no. 1
and 2 are initially sub-circular in shape, however,
after clearing the upper layer, they are sub-square
in plan view. The mounds of both burial mounds
are composed of soil, only the upper layer, the shell,
consists of stones. A ground structure in the form
of a stone fence is fixed under the embankments
[Atitkamu 2015]. In the center of the fence, grave
pits were excavated, oriented with a long axis in
the east-west direction. The tombstone structures
are represented by a stone box and a dirt pit with a
fence of vertically placed slabs, the buried individu-
als are placedon their backs with their heads on the
east and southeast. The accompanying inventory is
limited, consisting of an iron knife and an iron rod
(pin).

The Kotyrbulak burial mound group. Ar-
chaeological work on the burial ground was car-
ried out in 2015 [A¥rkamu u np. 2016: 27]. The
mounds of the burial mound no. 1 are composed of
soil mixed with stones, subquadrate in plan view.
At some distance from the embankment, a two-
row stone ring was traced and on the eastern side
with an entrance of designated large stones. Un-
fortunately, the burial structure of the mound was
destroyed, the accompanying inventory was miss-
ing due tothe actions of looters. Judging by the re-
mains, the buried individual was laid on his back
with his head on the west.

The Suykbulak burial ground (fig. 2, 3). Archaeological work on the burial ground was carried out
in 2015. There are 15 burial structures on the burial ground area, forming three separate groups, elongated
in the meridional direction. There were opened three burial mounds (no. 3, 8, 14), but only one gave the
material — mound no. 8. The embankment of the latter was demolished by heavy machinery, as a result,
it was not possible to fix all the details of the ground structure. The burial mound is built of stone with
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an equal proportion of soil. The diameter
of the mound is 8 m, height — 0.5 m. Out-
side the embankment, at some distance, a
double ring arrangement of larger stones
with a designated entrance on the eastern
side was traced. In the center of the burial
mound, a grave pit, oriented in the north-
west-southeast direction, was identified in
the center of the burial mound. The burial
structure of the mound was destroyed.
Bone triangular and petiolate arrowheads
with a hidden bolster were found in the
filling (fig. 6). Additionally, a bronze tip
with a bolster-shaped, two-bladed, and
oblong feather shape was also discovered
[Aditkamu u ap. 2016: 32].

The Karasu-Ushtobe burial ground
(fig. 2, 2). Archaeological work on the
burial ground was carried out in 2015. In
total, there are 5 burial mounds on the area
of the burial field, elongated in the meridi- Fig. 7. The Karatobe burial ground. Accessory:

| directi T burial d 1 1 —a necklace from burial mound no. 2;
onal direction. Two burial mounds (no. 1, 2 —a gold plate of a headdress from burial mound no. 1.

2) were excavated [AdTkanu u qp. 2018: Performed by Erbolat Rahmankulov

124; 2021: 124—-129]. The mounds of both 7-cyp. KapaTtebe Kopbimbl. Dllekeiiep:

burial mounds are rounded in plan, in sec- 1 - Ne 2 0bajaH WbiKKaH anka;

. 2 —No 1 obagaH TabblnFaH 6ac KMiMHIH anTbiH KancbipMmachl.
tion they are of a flattened shape. In the OpblHaaraH: Ep6onat PaxmaHKy108

profile of the mounds, closer to the foot, Puc. 7. MorunbHuk Kapatobe. YKpalueHus:

a stone belt was traced. The tombstone 1— oxkepenbe 13 KypraHa Ne 2;

2 —30/10TasA NNacTUHa roloBHoro ybopa 13 KypraHa No 1.

structures consist of ring fences with a McnonmmuTens EpBonaT PaxMaHKyn0B

domed upper ceiling. In the center of the
fence there are grave pits oriented in the
direction of east-west with small deviations. Judging by the remains, the deceased individuals were placed
on their backs, arms along the body and oriented with their heads to west with slight deviations. A bead,
identical to a larger one found in mound no. 3 of the Karatobe burial ground, was discovered in one of the
burial mounds.

The anthropological material of the tombs of Kotyrbulak, Kotyrkora and Karatobe is characterized.
The skulls from different burial grounds have poor preservation, it was not possible to make a compara-
tive analysis of them. However, it is noted that the skulls are not homogeneous, but at the same time they
exhibit some degree of variation within the anthropological features typical of the early Iron Age region.

3 Discussion and results

Despite the fact that most of the mounds were looted, the extracted materials complement our ideas
about the architecture of the mounds, as well as the funeral rites of the ancient population of the territory
under consideration.
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Some minor differences between the burial structures of individual burial grounds have been re-
corded. The features were expressed in the size and burial structures within the mounds. Despite this, most
likely, the evidence suggests that these burial structures were likely built by a single ancient ethnic group
that lived in this territory. In favor of this, at the level of the ancient horizon, the burial mounds had stone
fences, in the center of which there were pits with the same latitudinal direction and a similar arrange-
ment of inter-grave structures with fences of oblong slabs placed across the grave pits. Among the items
of the accompanying inventory, iron rods (pins) and tail vertebrae of a ram were often found together with
the deceased. In addition, in three cases (burial ground Karatobe, burial mounds no. 2, 3; burial ground
Karasu-Ushtobe, burial mound no. 1) necklaces adorned with colored stones were discovered. Weapons
are represented by a set of bones and one bronze arrowhead.

In general, analogies to terrestrial and inter—grave structures of mounds can be found in geographi-
cally closely located monuments of the Kulazhorga type (3" century BC — 1% century AD) of the Upper Ir-
tysh region and in the mounds of the early stage (3“-2" centuries BC) of the Wusun archaeological culture
of the Ili River valley. [YepuukoB 1975: 135-148; Akumes, Kymaes 1963: 194-202]. It is worth noting
the proximity of the construction features of the burial structures and the subject complex of most of the
described mounds with the monuments of Saryarka, first of all, the greatest parallels are observed with the
so-called monuments of the Karamola type [beficenos 2014].

4 Conclusion

Given the limited and fragmented availability of materials at our disposal, it would be premature to
draw definitive conclusions regarding ethnic and cultural affiliations of the examined monuments. Howev-
er, in light of recent findings in Central Kazakhstan, the chronology of mound construction, as determined
during the first half of the first millennium BC, has been established. The obtained radiocarbon dates from
the 4™ to 3 centuries BC corroborate this deduction. To fully comprehend the dynamics that transpired in
the eastern region of Saryarka, additional comprehensive investigations are imperative for the archaeologi-
cal sites situated within the Kokentau and Semeytau mountain ranges.

The analysis of burial items found in the studied mounds indicates their close proximity to the previ-
ously mentioned monuments of Saryarka, the Upper Irtysh region and the lle River valley.

The presented anthropological material within the tombs of Kotyrbulak, Kotyrkor and Karatobe re-
veal that the skulls originating from the burials are not homogeneous, however they do not go beyond the
scale of the region represented by the groups of the Early Iron Age.
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