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This article examines the characteristics of burial practices at the Kish-Dokhun site, located in the northwestern
region of the Republic of Azerbaijan, based on the collective graves and ritual areas discovered during archaeological
investigations conducted in 2020. The research of two graves revealed that they featured multiple interments. The
study suggests that the collective nature of these burials was not a result of mass death events, but rather related
to specific religious and ritual traditions. One three-tiered collective grave and another with repeated collective
interments alongside an extended skeleton show parallels with certain Sarmatian and late Scythian burials. Due
to their complex structure, these graves are considered unique within the region. The presence of ritual areas
indicates that the observed burial practices were not limited to the physical act of interment but also carried social
and religious significance. The collective and repeated burials recorded at the necropolis, along with the associated
grave goods, were compared to Sarmatian and Alan burials at the Klin-Yar Ill necropolis near Kislovodsk, Sarmatian
burials in the North Caucasus (Dagestan—Garabudaghkend), and those in the Aral Sea region of Kazakhstan, revealing
significant parallels. At the same time, local burial customs and artifacts were also observed — such as secondary
burials in jars, local ceramics, and other features. These analogies suggest that the Kish-Dokhun necropolis was
located at a cultural crossroads, where burial traditions evolved through localized modifications influenced by
various cultural interactions. The research concludes that the collective graves at Kish-Dokhun are not merely rare
archaeological finds, but also manifestations of widespread and ritualized burial traditions in the region. They exhibit
similarities with Sarmatian, late Scythian, and Alan burial forms, while also demonstrating local architectural and
ritual particularities.
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Hapmuu Mammagnu?
1noKTOpaHT, 93epbaitskaH YFA Apxeonoruns kaHe aHTPOMNONOIUA UHCTUTYTLI, baKy K., ©3epbaitkaH

Kuw-[loxyH KOpbIMbIHAAFbI YXKbIMADIK, }Kepsiey opblHAAPbI

Makanaga 2020 Kblnbl KYPri3ifireH apxeonoruanbiK 3epTreynep 6apbiCbiHAA aHbIKTaAFaH YXKbIMAbIK Kepey
OpblHAAPbl MeH FfYpbINTbIK, OPbIHAAPAbI TanAay HerisiHge O3epbaitykaH PecnybaMKacbiHbIH, CONTYCTiK-6aTbIC
6eniringe opHanackaH Kuw-JoxyH eckepTKilWiHAEri Kepaey TaxKipnbenepiHiH epekweniktepi kKapactblpblnagbl. EKi
YKepsiey OpHbIHA KYPTi3ifireH 3epTTey oapAblH, VKbIMABIK }Kep/ey OpblIHAAPbI €KEHIH KepceTTi. 3epTTey HaTUKenepi
6yn KepneyaiH yKbIMAbIK CUMaTbl }Kannai eniMHiH, cangapbl emec, 6enrini 6ip AiHM KaHe CanTTbIK A3CTYp/IepPMeEH
6alinaHbicTbl Aen 6omKam »KacayFa MYMKiHAIK 6epegi. *epney opblHAAPbIHbIH, 6ipi YW KabaTTbl KypblAbIMHAH
Typazbl, aN eKiHLWici co3blIfaH KaHKa MeH KalTanaHaTbliH VKbIMAbIK Kep/iey opbiHAAPbIH KaMTuabl. byn onapabiy,
CcapmarT KoHe KeliHri cknud KabipnepimeH yKcac ekeHairiH kepcetegi. Kypaeni KypbiibiMbiHa Kapai byn xkepney
OpbIHAAPbI OCbl alMaK YLWiH biperelt 601bin caHanagbl. fypbIinTbiKk anaHAapAbiH 60ybl JKepiey paciMiHiH, TEK MaNiTTi
YKep/IeyMEH faHa LWEKTe/IMEreHiH, COHbIMEH KaTap 9/1eYMETTIK }KaHe AiHM MaHbI3bl 6ap eKeHiH kepceTesi. Kopbimaa
TipKeNreH YXXbIMAbIK KaHe KalTa »Kep/sey opblHAAPbI, COHAAM-aK onapfa inecne 3attap KMcnoBoack mMaHbiHAAFbI
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Knun-Ap 1ll KopbiMbIHAAFbl CapMaT KaHe anaH Kepsey opblHaapbiMeH, ConTycTik KaBKasgafbl ([afbicTaH —
lapabyparkeHs) capmaT Kepney opblHOAAPbIMEH, COHAAW-aK KasakcTaHAafbl Apan TeHisi alimMafbiHbIH Kepney
OpbIHAAPbIMEH CaNbICTbIPbINALI. Byn aiTapabIKTall YKCacTbIKTapAbl aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHAIK 6epai. CoHbIMeH KaTap
YKEPrinikTi Kepsiey fypbinTapbl MeH apTedakTinep — KyMblpaga KalTa JKep/iey, KeprifikTi KepaMuka KaHe 6acka
[a epekweniktep Tipkenai. byn ykcactbikTap Kuw-oxyH KOpbiMbl M3ZEHMETTEP TOFbICKAH Xepae OpHaNaCKaHbIH,
OHZLa XKep/iey A3CTYpAepi PTYPAi MBAEHM bIKNANLAPAbIH, SCEPIMEH KeprinikTi 6erimaenynep apKblabl AaMblFaHblH
nanbimgayfa MyMKiHAIK 6epegi. Knw-[oxyHaasbl YKbIMAbIK Kepaey opbiHAAPbI CUPEK Ke34eCeTiH apXeonornanbik
OJ/1’Ka faHa emec, COHbIMeH bBipre ocbl eHipAe KeH TapanfaH api FYPbINTbIK Kepaey A3CTYPAepPiHiH, aliKblH KepiHici
60nbIn Tabblnagbl. Byn Keprey OpblHAAPbIHbIH, ¥KEPriNiKTi apXUTEKTYPasblK KoHEe FypbinTblK epekwenikrepi
capMaTTapablH, KeniHri ckudTepaiH, *KaHe anaHfapablH Kepaey A3cTypnepimeH opTak benrinepgiH, 6onfaHbIH
KepceTeai.

Cinteme ywiH: Mammagam H. Kuw-[oxyH KOPbIMbIHAAFbl YXKbIMAbIK Kepaey opblHAApbl. KazakcmaH
apxeosnoausacsl. 2025. Ne 3 (29). 118-134-66. (ArbinwbIHWA).

DOI: 10.52967/akz2025.3.29.118.134

HapmuH Mammagnu'
1NOKTOPaHT, MHCTUTYT apxeonoruu u aHtpononorun HAH AsepbaiiaskaHa, r. baky, AsepbaiigxaH

KonneKktusHble norpe6eHunsa Hekponona Kuw-AoxyH

B cTaTbe Ha OCHOBe aHa/iM3a KOJIEKTUBHbBIX 3aXOPOHEHWUM W PUTYaNbHbIX MECT, BbIABAEHHbIX B X0A4e
apXeonornyecknx uccnefoBaHuin, nposeaéHHbix 8 2020 r., paccmaTpurBatoTca ocobeHHOCTU norpebanbHbIX MPAKTUK
Ha namaATHWKe Knw-oxyH, pacnonoXeHHOM B ceBepo-3anagHon YacTm Pecnybankmn AsepbaigikaH. MccneposaHune
OBYX 3aXOPOHEHWI MOKas3ano, YTO OHM BK/KOYAIOT KO/JEKTUBHble norpebeHuns. PesynbTaTtbl MccnefoBaHUsA
NMO3BONAIOT NPEANONOKNUTD, YTO KONNEKTUBHbBIV XapaKTep 3TUX norpebeHunin He 6bla cneacTBMEM MaccoBol rnbenu,
a, CKopee Bcero, CBA3aH € onpeaenéHHbIMU PENUTMO3HBIMU U PUTYaNbHBIMU TPAANLMAMKU. OAHO U3 3aXOPOHEHUN
MMeNno TPEXBAPYCHYIO CTPYKTYpy, a AOPYroe BK/OYaNo MOBTOPHble KO/JIEKTUBHble norpebeHna Hapagy c
BbITAHYTbIM CKE/IeTOM, YTO AEMOHCTPUPYET Napanienn C CapMaTCKUMMU U NO3L4HECKUPCKMMM 3aXOPOHEHUAMM.
Bbnarogapna cBoei CNOXKHOM CTPYKType, 3TU NorpebeHns cunTatoTcs YHUKaAbHbIMU A1A AAaHHOTO perMoHa. Haanuune
PUTYaNbHbIX Y4aCTKOB YKa3blBAeT HA TO, YTO morpebanbHble MPAKTUKM HE OrPaHUYMBANIUCDE TONbKO GU3MYECKUM
AKTOM 3aXOPOHEHMUA, HO TaKXe MMeNn couuanbHoe U pPesMrMo3Hoe 3HaveHue. KoNnekTUBHbIe U MOBTOPHble
3aXOpOHeHMA, 3adUKCMPOBAHHbIE HA HEKPOMOAE, a TaKKe COMyTCTBYIOWMIA UM UHBEHTapPb, Obliv CONOCTaBaEHbI
C CapMaTCKMMM W anaHCKMmM norpebeHnamn Ha Hekponone Knun-Ap Il okono Kucnosopacka, capmaTCKMmum
3axopoHeHuamn Ha CeBepHom KaBkase ([JarectaH — lapabyparkeHs), a Tak:ke ¢ norpebeHuamu B Mpuapanse
(KasaxcraH), 4To NMO3BOAMAO BbIABUTb 3HaYMTENbHble napannenn. Og4HOBPEMEHHO ObiM OTMEYEHbl U MECTHble
norpebasbHble 06bl4an M apTedakTbl — TaKMe, KaK BTOPUYHbLIE 3aXOPOHEHWUA B KyBLUMHAX, MECTHaA KepamuKa
M HeKoTopble Apyrne 0COBEeHHOCTWU. ITU aHaNorMK MNO3BOAAIOT MPUUATU K BbIBOAY, YTO HeKpononb Kuw-oxyH
HaXoA4WNCA Ha KyNbTYPHOM MepeKkpécTke, rae norpebanbHble TPaAULMW Pa3BMBANNUCL MOCPEACTBOM JIOKANbHbIX
MoAMOUKaLMIA Noa, BAUAHUEM Pa3/IMYHbLIX KY/AbTYPHbIX B3aUMOAENCTBUIA. KoNneKkTuBHble 3axopoHeHuA B Kuwi-
[oxyHe ABNAOTCA He NPOCTO PeAKMMMU apXeo0rMYeCKMMM HaXx04KaMU1, HO U MPOABAEHUEM PACMPOCTPAHEHHbIX U
PUTYaNU3NPOBaHHbIX NorpebanbHbIX TPAAUUMI B 3TOM pernoHe. OHU AEMOHCTPUPYHOT CXOACTBO C CAPMATCKUMM,
NO34HECKMPCKMMM N alaHCKUMK GOpMaMM 3aXOPOHEHWUI, OAHOBPEMEHHO OTpaXKad MEeCTHble apXUTEKTYPHbIe U
pUTyanbHble 0COBEHHOCTMU.

Ona uutupoBaHua: Mammaganm H. KonnektueHble norpebeHua Hekpononsa Kuw-[oxyH. Apxeosnozus
KazaxcmaHa. 2025. Ne 3 (29). C. 118-134 (Ha aHrA. A3.).

DOI: 10.52967/akz2025.3.29.118.134

1 Introduction

The archaeological heritage of Caucasian Albania, particularly its burial traditions, provides essential
insights into the cultural processes that unfolded in the region. The structure of graves, funerary rituals, and
associated material culture offer a comprehensive understanding of these communities’ belief systems and
their interactions with other peoples. In this context, the collective graves uncovered through archaeological
research in the South Caucasus attract particular attention. These are not merely post-mortem ceremonies
but complex rituals that reflect ancestor worship and religious belief systems.
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Excavations at the Kish-Dokhun necropolis also offer valuable information about the cultural and
religious life of the region. The aim of this article is to determine the functional character of the burial
complexes at Kish-Dokhun by analyzing the collective burial practices and associated ritual areas. The
study seeks to provide a new perspective on collective burial traditions by combining the analysis of
archaeological data obtained at the Kish-Dokhun site with comparisons to analogous materials.

The examination of the Kish-Dokhun necropolis aims to identify both the similarities and
distinctions between these burial traditions and the funerary models of late Scythian, Sarmatian, and Alan
cultures. The burial customs discovered at the necropolis incorporate elements that were widespread in the
South Caucasus as well as practices that are atypical for the region. Thus, this article will also explore the
interactions between collective burial traditions and regional cultures in the South Caucasus.

The Kish-Dokhun necropolis is located in the northwestern part of Azerbaijan, within the Dokhun
district, situated between the villages of Kish and Okhud in the Sheki region. The site is bounded to the
north by the Kish—Okhud village road and to the south by the right bank of the Kish River, while its eastern
and western edges are flanked by natural ravines.

The necropolis was first documented in 1982 by Nasib Mukhtarov [Mukhtarov 1985: 11], and
several rescue excavations were conducted at the site during the 1980s [Mukhtarov 1985; 1986]. Although
double and collective burials were identified during these investigations, the rescue-oriented nature of the
excavations and the disturbed condition of many of the graves limited researchers’ ability to develop a
comprehensive understanding of the burial forms and associated rituals at that stage.

Archaeological fieldwork at the necropolis was resumed in 2019-2020 within the framework of
the Azerbaijan—Kazakhstan international archaeological expedition, led by Zaur Hasanov and Zainolla
Samashev [Hasanov, Samashev et al. 2020].

One of the main characteristics of the necropolis is the presence of collective burials with
disrupted anatomical order. The orientation of the graves is generally towards the north and northeast.
Ritual areas have been observed in close proximity to the burial sites. Both in the burial areas and
the ritual spaces, large and medium-sized stones appear to have been deliberately placed, indicating
purposeful structural planning.

2 Materials and methods

During archaeological fieldwork at the necropolis conducted in 2019-2020 within the framework
of the Azerbaijan—Kazakhstan archaeological expedition, collective graves and ritual areas were
identified. The author of this paper was directly involved in the fieldwork, participating as a member of
the expedition team.

Currently, the expedition leaders are preparing a comprehensive article that examines various
aspects of this monument and includes detailed plans of the monument and the burials. The present article,
however, focuses solely on the aspects of collective burial rituals recorded at this site and their comparison
with similar monuments in neighboring regions. In order to avoid duplication, the plans of the site and
burials will not be included in this article.

The coordinates of the site are 41.238624, 47.172736. Photos of the site were taken with UAV. Using
these photographs, orthophotograph of the site was generated (fig. 1). Ground control points were installed
and their geographic references were taken.

After that the excavation process started. Due to the position of the monument on a steep rocky
slope, the southern portion of the necropolis has been periodically affected by landslides, resulting in the
partial destruction and erosion of some graves into the river. Currently, the preserved area of the site covers
approximately 0.5 hectares.
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41.:238624, 47.172736

Area of Kish-Dokhun necropolis Okhud 1

Excavations by Zaur Hasanov and

[] Excavations by Nasib Mukhtarov
D Zaynolla Samashev

Fig. 1. Kish-Dokhun necropolis. Location of the site
1-cyp. Knw-oxyH KopbiMbl. ECKEPTKILWTIH OpHanacKaH epi
Puc. 1. Hekpononb Knw-[1oxyH. PacnonoxeHne namAaTHUKa

Taking into account the gradual destruction of the southern part of the monument, it was decided to
place Trench 1 in this area. The trench was positioned as close to the edge as possible, while considering
safety and the risk of collapses. Trench 2 was placed at a close distance to the northeast of the first trench,
in a part of the necropolis that had not been disturbed by the excavations of the 1980s. The trenches were
oriented according to the cardinal directions.

Two anthropologists, who were participating in the work of expedition were documenting the bone
remains and separating animal and human bones for the purpose of statistical research. This data used to
calculate the number of human skeletons in the graves was mainly based on the number of sculls and large
bones.

For the purpose of drawing parallels, sites containing collective burials and tiered (multi-level)
burials from the Classical Antiquity period in the Caucasus, the Northern Black Sea region, and Kazakhstan
were examined. In comparing the materials from these sites, the following characteristics were considered:
grave structure, grave goods, weaponry, imported items, tamgas (tribal or clan symbols) on ceramics,
as well as the placement and concentration of human bones within the burials. This study employs a
contextual archaeological analysis alongside a comparative-typological approach.
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3 Results

3.1 Collective Burials

Grave No. 2 — Three-Tiered Burial

This grave consists of three distinct tiers and is notable for its rich assemblage of grave goods. The
uppermost tier was used as a ritual area, while collective burials were conducted in the second and third
tiers (fig. 2)%.

In the top tier, a human deciduous tooth, several animal bones, and a rounded jug-type ceramic
vessel were discovered. The placement of rounded jug-type vessels on the surface of graves is also noted in
other burials within the necropolis. The site’s initial investigator, Nasib Mukhtarov, noted that such vessels
were found at depths of 40—70 cm below the surface, often accompanied by animal bones and occasionally
horse skulls [Mukhtarov, Bedelova 2003: 11].

In the southern part of the second tier, fragments of a large, horizontally placed gray jar and a dense
concentration of disarticulated human bones were found. The bones were largely contained within an
area of approximately 65x100 cm, bordered by the jar fragments. Whole ceramic vessels, various pottery
fragments, and numerous metal artifacts — including beads, buttons, and a chain — were also uncovered
in this tier (fig. 2, 1).

In the central and northern parts of the grave, human remains appeared more sparsely, along
with ceramic vessels and burial goods. Four large stones were placed in the central area, and one in the
southeastern section. From the second tier, iron spearheads, ornamental items made of bronze and iron,
and a Roman-style eye bead were discovered (fig. 3, 5-6). Despite the high number of human remains
recovered from the grave, no skulls were found [Hasanov, Samashev et al. 2020: 20-21]. A roughly 20 cm
thick layer of red, ochre-like material, primarily observed on the grave walls (but not on the surface),
separated the second and third tiers. In the third tier, anatomically intact animal bones were found in
the center of the grave, alongside a vessel laid on its side in an east-west (slightly northwest—southeast)
orientation (fig. 2, 2). A bronze bead and goat horns were discovered at the mouth of the vessel.

From the third tier, a total of 18 human skulls and various anthropological remains were recovered.
The bones were not found in anatomical order, except for a section where vertebrae and rib bones were
partially preserved in sequence. Some of the ceramic vessel fragments bore Sarmatian-style stamps (1)
(see: [Yatsenko 2001: fig. 27; Hasanov 2025: fig. 6]). Additional finds included an iron spearhead, a knife-
like iron object, amulets made from bone and wild boar tusks (fig. 3, 1), as well as ornaments made from
bronze and iron.

The ceramics from the third tier were better preserved and more often intact than those from the
second tier. Notably, medium and small-sized ceramic vessels were mostly found whole, while large
storage jars were discovered in fragmentary condition.

Grave No. 3 — Supine Skeleton

The deceased was buried in a supine position. The head was slightly turned to the right, and the legs
were crossed. Medium-sized stones were arranged around the skull, and a biconical bowl-type ceramic
vessel was placed beside the left arm. A greenish circular stain was observed on the frontal part of the skull.
Only the skull and lower limbs of the skeleton were fully preserved; parts of the arm, pelvis, and rib bones
also remained (fig. 4, 2).

Medium-sized storage jars were vertically placed at the head and foot ends of the extended skeleton.
The jar at the head end was empty. From the jar at the foot end, fragments of a spearhead, an amulet made
from wolf tooth (fig. 3, 10), pieces of an iron plate, and the cranial remains and other anthropological

L All photographs in this paper were taken by Zaur Hasanov.
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Fig. 2. Kish-Dokhun necropolis. Grave No. 2, three-tiered grave: 1 — second tier of the grave, containing artifacts
and skeletal fragments other than human skulls; 2 — third tier of the grave, mainly consisting of human skulls and
other anthropological and archaeological materials

2-cyp. Knw-AoxyH Kopbimbl. N2 2 Kabip, yw KabaTTbl: 1 —agamHbiH 6ac cyiekTepiHeH 6acKka apTedaKTinep
MeH KaHKa pparmeHTTepi 6ap KabipaiH ekiHwi KabaTbl; 2 — KabipAiH, ywWiHWi KabaTbl, Heri3iHeH agaMHbIH, 6ac
CyMeKTepiHeH, coHAan-aK 6acka aHTPOMOIOMUANDBIK }KaHEe apXeoNorMANbIK MaTepuangapaaH Typaabl
Puc. 2. Hekpononb Knw-AoxyH. Moruna Ne 2, TpéxbapycHas: 1 — BTOpol spyc MOTWAbl, coaepalwmuii aptedakTbl

N GparmeHTbl CKeNIeTOB, KPOME YeIOBEYECKUX YEPENOB; 2 — TPETUI APYC MOTW/Ibl, B OCHOBHOM COCTOSALLMM
13 Ye/I0BEYECKMX YEepPEeroB, a TaKKe APYrMX aHTPOMONOrMYECKMX M apXeoIorMYecKMX MaTepunasos
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Fig. 3. Kish-Dokhun necropolis. Grave inventory: 1 — amulet made from wild boar tusk; 2 — pendant;
3 —amulet made from deer antler; 4 — necklace; 5 — earring with eye bead; 6 — eye bead; 7 — glass bead;
8 — pendant; 9 — bell; 10 — amulet made from wolf tooth; 11 — dagger;

12 — spearhead (1, 2, 5-9 — grave No. 2; 3, 4, 10-12 — grave No. 3). 2,4, 5,9 — 6poH3a; 11, 12 —iron
3-cyp. Knw-loxyH Kkopbimbl. *Kepney opbiHAapbIHaH TabbinfFaH 3a1Tap: 1 — KabaHHbIH, a3y TiCiHeH XacanfaH Tymap;
2 — cannbiHWaK; 3 — 6yFbIHbIH, MYIi3iHEH KacanfaH Tymap; 4 — anka; 5 — Ke3 MoHLwarbl 6ap CbipFa;

6 — K83 MOHLWaK; 7 — WbIHbl MOHLUAK; 8 — caNnbIHWaK; 9 — KOHbIpay; 10 — KaCKbIpAbIH TiCIHEH »KacanfaH Tymap;
11 — kaHxKap; 12 — Hal3aHbIH, ywbl (1, 2, 5-9 — Ne. 2 :Kepey OpHbI;

3,4, 10-12 — Ne 3-wi kepney opHbl). 2, 4, 5,9 —Kona; 11, 12 — temip
Puc. 3. Hekpononb Kuww-oxyH. Haxoaku ns norpebeHnin: 1 — amyneT 13 Kablka KabaHa; 2 — NoABeCKa;

3 — amy/ieT U3 oNeHbero pora; 4 — oxkepenbe; 5 — cepbra ¢ 6ycMHOW-ra3kom; 6 — 6ycMHa-rnasok;

7 — cTeKkNAHHanA bycmHa; 8 — noaBecka; 9 — KoIoKonbuMK; 10 — amyneT u3 3yba BosiKa; 11 — KnHKan;

12 — HakoHeYHUK Konbs (1, 2, 5-9 — norpebenune No. 2; 3, 4, 10-12 — norpebeHune No 3).
2,4,5,9—-6poH3a; 11, 12 — xeneso
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Fig. 4. Kish-Dokhun necropolis. Grave No. 3, Supine skeleton: 1 — top view of the jar: human remains observed
inside and around the jar; 2 — skeleton buried in an extended position,
accompanied by jars placed near the head and foot areas
4-cyp. Knw-AoxyH KopbiMbl. N2 3 Kabip, apKacbIMeH »KaTKaH KaHKa: 1 — blAbICKa KofapblAaH KapafaH KepiHic:
bIAbICTbIH, iLWiHEH XaHe CbIPTbIHAH afaM KangblKkTapbl Tabblngbl; 2 — CO3blIFaH KYMiHAE KOMINITEH KaHKa,
6achbl }KoHe asfblHA KOWbINFAH blAblICTapbIMEH
Puc. 4. Hekpononb Knw-AoxyH. Moruna N2 3, ckeneTt, nexkalnii Ha cnuHe: 1 — BUA, CBEPXY Ha COCYA: YesioBeYecKkme
OCTaHKM 0BHapYKeHbl BHYTPU U BOKPYT COCYAa; 2 — CKE/eT, 3aXOPOHEHHbI B BbITAHYTOM MOIOKEHUH,

C cocyfamm, pasMmeLLEHHbIMU Y TOJIOBbI Uy HOT

KasakcmaH apxeonozuscol Ne 3 (29) 2025 125




ﬁ AAJIAJIbIK 3EPTTEY/IEP — FIELD STUDIES — NO/IEBBIE UCC/TEJOBAHUA

126

material from three individuals were recovered. One of these skulls also displayed a green stain similar
to the one observed on the main skeleton. Additionally, around the same jar, remains from three other
individuals, including skulls, bones, a ceramic vessel, and items made of metal and bone were documented.
One skull was found at the rim level of the jar, to its south, while the other two were found to the west —
one at an upper, the other at a lower level (fig. 4, 1).

A vertically placed spearhead was discovered embedded in the ground at the southwest side of
the jar. From this area, a ceramic vessel, a bronze necklace, and a curved iron blade (resembling a knife)
were also found. To the east of the jar, an iron necklace, a bronze bracelet, a pendant amulet made from
deer antler (fig. 3, 3), and an iron dagger with an oval-shaped ring pommel positioned northward were
discovered (fig. 3, 11). Additionally, two spearheads were found stacked on top of each other, their tips
oriented toward the northwest [Hasanov, Samashev et al. 2020: 9-10].

3.2 Ritual Areas

In addition to the graves, three ritual areas were identified within the Kish-Dokhun necropolis. These
ritual spaces were primarily demarcated by large stones, which may have served to define their spatial
structure and functional boundaries. Other archaeological elements associated with ritual activity — such
as ceramic artifacts, charcoal deposits, human or horse teeth, and animal bones — were predominantly
discovered around these stones. Two of the three ritual areas were located in close proximity to burial sites,
suggesting a potential connection with funerary structures.

Fig. 5. Kish-Dokhun necropolis. Ritual area surrounded by stones with vessels placed on top
5-cyp. Knw-oxyH Kopbimbl. TacTapMeH KopLuaafaH, YCTiHAE blabicTapbl 6ap fypbINTbIK anaH,
Puc. 5. Hekpononb Knw-oxyH. PutyanbHaa nnowaaKa, OKPYKEHHAA KAMHAMM, C COCYAaMM, YCTaHOBAIEHHbIMM CBEPXY
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Fig. 6. Kish-Dokhun necropolis: 1 —ritual site located near Grave No. 2;
2 —ritual site located near Grave No. 3

6-cyp. Knw-JoxyH kopbimbl: 1 — N2 2 KabipaiH, *KaHblHA@ OPHANACKAH FYPbINTbIK afaH;
2 — Ne 3 KabipaiH, *aHblHAa OpHanacKaH fypbINTbIK anaH

Puc. 6. Hekpononb Knuw-[oxyH: 1 — puTyanbHblii y4acTOK, PaCnoONOXKEHHbIN pAAOM ¢ Morunoi Ne 2;
2 — pUTYasibHbI Y4aCTOK, PACMNONOXKEHHbIV PAAOM € MormMaoin Ne 3
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In one of the ritual areas, seven ceramic vessels were arranged in a southeast—northwest orientation.
The vessels were bordered by one large stone to the northeast, two to the south, and one to the west. Similar
stones were also observed beneath some of the vessels. A thick layer of ash and charcoal was found around
the stones in the southwest section. From this ash layer, a horse tooth and several animal remains were
recovered, while beads were discovered beneath the vessels [Hasanov, Samashev et al. 2020: 24-25]. The
floor of this ritual area was covered with a mortar mixture composed of stone and clay (fig. 5).

The second ritual area is located approximately one-meter east of Grave No. 2. This area is enclosed
by large stones on its southern and western sides. Numerous ceramic fragments were found within this
space. While some complete ceramic vessels were preserved in the upper layers, the lower layers mostly
yielded fragments of large storage jars. Among these fragments, the rim of a jar decorated with a Sarmatian-
style stamp was identified [Hasanov 2022: 55]. Additionally, an iron pin-like object, a biconical bead, and a
bronze chain ring were discovered among the vessels. Layers of ash and charcoal were observed in certain
parts of the area. The finds from this ritual space show significant material and typological parallels with
the inventory of nearby Grave No. 2. Notably, another fragment of the stamped jar found in this ritual area
was recovered from the grave itself, reinforcing their interconnection (fig. 6, 1).

The third ritual area is bordered on the south by three elongated stones placed atop one another in a
slanted arrangement, and on the north by a large vertically positioned stone. Around these stones, charcoal
particles, a few small ceramic fragments, and a single human deciduous tooth were documented (fig. 6, 2).
This ritual area lies to the southeast of the grave containing the extended skeleton (Grave No. 3), and both
features form a small mound-like elevation in the local topography [Hasanov, Samashev et al. 2020: 6].

4 Discussion

At first glance, Grave No. 3 gives the impression of a typical jar burial, but closer examination
reveals that it cannot easily be equated with the classical jar burial tradition. A detailed analysis of the
burial practice suggests the implementation of multi-staged funerary rituals. Alongside human remains
found inside and around the jar, a fully extended skeleton buried in a supine position was also documented
— this key detail enriches the understanding of the burial configuration. It appears that, in the initial
stage, the deceased was buried in a supine position. In subsequent stages, additional human remains were
deposited by relocating earlier skeletal elements into the jar. Once the jar was filled, further remains were
placed around its exterior.

In this context, while it is difficult to classify this burial strictly within the conventional jar burial
typology, the intentional placement of human remains within the jar during secondary burials demonstrates
an adaptation of the jar burial concept.

Furthermore, green circular stains observed on two skulls (one inside the jar and the other belonging
to the supine skeleton) support the hypothesis of a secondary burial. These marks likely resulted from the
oxidation of copper-based objects previously placed on the skulls. However, the absence of such metal
items in the archaeological record suggests that they were deliberately removed in later stages of burial
reuse.

The organized structure and ritualized manipulations observed in the burial point not to looting but
to ceremonial intervention. Had looting occurred, one would expect disturbed skeletons, disordered grave
goods, and signs of forced entry — all of which are absent. It should also be noted that a considerable
number of artifacts were found in these burials. Thus, the evidence strongly favors ritual reuse rather than
grave robbery.

According to M. Bakushev, in cases where burials lack grave goods, have very few of them, or only
contain fragments of pottery, they should be regarded as secondary reburials [Bakushev 2008: 108].
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In grave 20 of the Bolshoy Buynaksky Kurgan (Dagestan), a looted central burial was discovered,
along with the burial of 13 skulls with some skeletal bones, as well as a skeleton lying in a crouched
position on its right side. M. Bakushev notes that the presence of such a combination may indicate that
repeated burials were carried out here. With each subsequent burial, the anatomical order was disturbed
[Bakushev 2008: 101].

The presence of a significant amount of burial inventory, along with a single skeleton in anatomical
order in each grave, indicates that the burials at the Kish-Dokhun cemetery are not secondary, but rather
reflect repeated use and grave reuse.

Grave No. 3 of the Kish-Dokhun necropolis exhibits features consistent with Sarmatian earthen
graves from the North Caucasus dated to the Albanian-Sarmatian period. Supine skeletons became
widespread in northeastern and northwestern Azerbaijan from the 1st century BC to the 1% century AD,
a trend often attributed to Sarmatian influence [Khalilov 2009: 69]. K.F. Smirnov noted a similar burial
tradition in Garabudaghhkent, Dagestan, where older skeletons were moved toward the foot end when new
interments occurred. He associates these graves with the Sarmatians [Smirnov 1961: 176, 201]. In the case
of Kish-Dokhun, earlier remains were gathered into a jar placed at the foot of the newly buried body —
possibly a localized adaptation of the broader Sarmatian ritual [Hasanov 2022: 56]. Items such as the iron
dagger with an oval-shaped ring pommel also align with Sarmatian weapon typologies.

It should be noted that in the Brut 2 burial ground (North Ossetia), which is associated with the
Alans, the majority of skeletons preserved in anatomical position were found in supine position — more
than 70% of cases [Gabuyev, Malashev 2009: 73].

The burial traditions under Sarmatian influence are also clearly connected to local Caucasian Albanian
traditions through material culture artifacts. In particular, the one- or two-handled jars, dishes on tripod
bases and rounded or pear-shaped jugs discovered at the Kish-Dokhun necropolis correspond to Jabbar
Khalilov’s classification of Caucasian Albanian material culture. The dishes on tripod bases and rounded
or pear-shaped jugs are dated to the end of the 1st millennium BC and the 2"-3" centuries AD. Similar
types of artifacts are also known from other monuments of the Caucasian Albanian culture in Mingachevir,
Gabala, and Shamkir [Khalilov 1985: 112, 118-119]. This indicates that Kish-Dokhun functioned within
a regional material culture network. Thus, the findings demonstrate that although Sarmatian influence
shaped certain ritual aspects of the burials, the ceramic assemblage strongly reflects local tradition and
integrates imported ritual concepts with local craftsmanship.

The presence of a vertically planted spearhead in Grave No. 3 parallels funerary practices observed
among the Scythians and their successors. Such customs are known from Scythian kurgans in the Dnieper
forest-steppe of Ukraine [Skory 2003: 47] and from Pazyryk culture graves in Siberia [Polosmak 2001: 36],
dating from the late 6th century BC. This practice has also been documented in other burials of the Kish-
Dokhun necropolis studied by N. Mukhtarov and at the Tepebashi site in the Sheki region [Mukhtarov,
Bedelova 2003: 13].

The above-ground features associated with the collective graves in Kish-Dokhun are also noteworthy.
Although these features are not prominently visible today, evidence suggests that such structures may
have once been marked. For instance, Grave No. 3 and its adjacent ritual area were covered with small
to medium-sized stones, lime fragments, and clay mortar, forming a slight mound. These materials were
not found directly atop the grave but rather arranged around its perimeter, likely to delineate the area
for repeated access. If multiple burials occurred over time — as indicated by disarticulated bones and
secondary placements — then the existence of entry markers or access points becomes a practical necessity.
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This peripheral treatment of the grave may reflect a functional architectural strategy meant to preserve the
integrity of the central burial area while maintaining visibility for future rites.

Regarding Grave No. 2, it is evident that multiple burial phases took place. The skulls, long bones,
ceramic vessels, and spearheads found in the third tier suggest a carefully staged burial event. In the
second tier, bones were accumulated within the boundary of large jar fragments, surrounded by ceramic
vessels and grave goods. Finally, the upper tier appears to have been used as a ritual platform. Despite
the chaotic condition of the bones, all materials remain in situ, indicating the absence of looting. Zaur
Hasanov associates this disorderly placement with a “ritual of neutralizing the dead,” known from Klin-
Yar III necropolis near Kislovodsk, in which the remains were deliberately disturbed to prevent the return
of spirits. The burials of Klin-Yar III necropolis are associated with Sarmatians and Alans [Hasanov 2022:
55; see: Flerov 2007: 12, 372].

The three-tiered burial is unique within the context of Azerbaijani archaeology, as no other structure
of this complexity has been previously documented in the region. Similar patterns are, however, seen in
late Scythian and Alan graves in Crimea and in Sarmatian burials of the Aral Sea region [Dashevskaya
1991: 24; Khrapunov 2011: 5-6, 22; Samashev 2004: 230-266].

In the monograph by G. Goshgarly devoted to the types of burials in the archaeology of Azerbaijan
during the Classical Antiquity Kish-Dokhun necropolis is only shortly mentioned in the supplements. In
the first mention the graves are classified as jar burials, in the second one as earthen burials. Goshgarly
does not provide any additional information on these burials. There is no information on the existence of
collective burials, or three-tiered burials in his research [Goshgarly 2012: 175, 178].

In terms of collective burial practices, other examples have been recorded at Yonjali necropolis,
Cumaykend-Mammadali kurgan, and Tepebashi site in the Sheki district. At Tepebashi, one grave contained
20 skulls and numerous other human remains, as well as cattle and dog skeletons [Almammadov 2006:
67—-68]. Though some of these skulls were arranged, this practice was not typical for those sites.

Collective burials have also been observed in the large earthen mounds of Khojaly, where three supine
skeletons and cremated human bones were found in a burial dated to the mid-8th century BC [Pogrebova
2011: 196]. At the Shamkir necropolis, 16 out of 44 earthen graves contained double and collective burials,
with 2 to 12 individuals per grave and grave goods like spearheads, earrings, and Scythian arrowheads
[Aslanov 1986: 11].

From the Iron Age onwards, collective burials in Azerbaijan show clear Scythian, Saka, and
Sarmatian-Alan influences. Comparable burial patterns are documented in the Altai Mountains, especially
within the Pazyryk culture. Similar practices are also known from Kamensk and Bystrianskaya cultures in
Russia, with six necropolises (Aerodromny, Biysk-1, Bystrianskaya, Pervomayski, Stepnoy Chumish-111,
Surtayka-I) featuring collective interments [Radovsky 2023: 90-91].

The Nezlobnensky-6 kurgan in Russia’s Stavropol region also exhibits Sarmatian-era collective
burials. In Grave No. 5, three individuals were buried with three iron swords placed at the back of their
skulls, all oriented northward [Berezin 2021: 122]. A similar arrangement was observed at Grave No. 3
at Kish-Dokhun, where spearheads were placed one atop the other, pointing north. Both sites also contain
large stones within the burial chamber, suggesting their integration into the grave architecture. In fact, the
systematic use of stones across all graves and ritual spaces at Kish-Dokhun indicates deliberate design.
V.S. Flerov drew attention to the presence of large stones in some burials of the Klin-Yar III necropolis.
In one case, a stone was lying directly on the skull of the buried woman. He does not explain the possible
reasons for this ritual, but notes that the presence of these stones in the burial is not accidental [Flerov
2007: 129].
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Although collective burials are present in all these comparative sites, individual burials remain
predominant. Scholars often attribute collective burials to mass deaths (e.g., war, epidemic), but this
explanation does not align with the evidence from Kish-Dokhun. Instead, research indicates frequent
repeated burials and grave reuse. If collective interments were only associated with mass mortality, we
would expect a greater proportion of individual burials. However, fieldwork in both the 1980s and 2020s
shows that collective burials dominate, suggesting that this was a normative, traditional burial practice.
The repeated use of graves, the movement of skeletal elements, and their intentional repositioning reflect
a long-term “family” burial custom. These practices go beyond spatial efficiency—they represent the
symbolic reinforcement of social memory.

As Shanks and Tilley (1982) emphasized, ritual is not merely a reflection of social relations, but
a means of manipulating and naturalizing ideology [Nilsson 2003: 122—123]. In this light, the burial
manipulations and ritual structures at Kish-Dokhun can be interpreted as tools for constructing and
transmitting collective identity. The presence of similar ceramics, beads, bronze rings, and vessels with
Sarmatian-style stamps in both ritual spaces and adjoining graves indicates that these areas were used in a
coordinated manner across multiple stages of funerary rites.

5 Conclusion

The two graves investigated at the Kish-Dokhun necropolis represent examples of collective burials
characterized by repeated interments. However, their forms and burial structures differ from each other.
In Grave No. 3, earlier remains were collected and placed initially inside a large jar and, in later stages,
around its exterior with each new burial. The final interment was preserved in a fully extended (supine)
position. Grave No. 2, on the other hand, features a three-tiered structure: skulls and selected long bones
were arranged in the lowest tier, while other anthropological remains were gathered in the second tier
within a space framed by large jar fragments.

The three-tiered collective grave and its unique characteristics may be interpreted — based on
current archaeological evidence — as a new type of burial from the Classical Antiquity period of Caucasian
Albania. The presence of ritual areas adjacent to the graves indicates that the funerary rites were conducted
in a complex and structured manner, incorporating specific ritual practices. This reinforces the idea that
ritual areas were integral components of the burial process, used for conducting ceremonial activities with
social and religious significance.

Moreover, the coexistence of South Caucasian artistic elements, Roman-style decorative elements,
and Sarmatian burial practices and artifacts within the necropolis suggests intensive cultural interactions.
These connections may have been facilitated by trade networks, migration, or military encounters —
historical processes that shaped the region.

Research shows that the Kish-Dokhun necropolis reflects a synthesis of both local Albanian traditions
and Sarmatian—Scythian—Alan influences. The analogues of ceramic samples found at other Albanian-
period monuments in Azerbaijan confirm this connection not only in a geographical but also in a cultural
context.

The presence of collective burials at Kish-Dokhun demonstrates that this practice was not solely
related to instances of mass death, but rather reflects a sustained burial tradition.

Future stages of investigation, including radiocarbon dating, will help establish the precise
chronology of the necropolis. Additionally, genetic analyses will provide insights into the origins, potential
kinship relationships, and population dynamics of the individuals buried there. Such analyses will enable
a more detailed and accurate understanding of the funerary practices and cultural connections at the Kish-
Dokhun necropolis.
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