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The article presents 35 non-local coins discovered during archaeological excavations at the Taraz settlement. 
The chronological range of the finds spans from the 1st to the 19th century AD and includes Byzantine imitations, 
Bukharkhudat dirhams, and Chinese coins of the Han, Tang, Northern Song, and Qing dynasties. The study 
contributes to the reconstruction of the region’s international connections based on numismatic evidence. The 
research methodology combines the results of large-scale archaeological excavations conducted between 2014 
and 2017, typological classification of the coins, and comparative historical-geographical analysis. It is generally 
accepted that foreign coins did not participate in local monetary circulation; rather, they were most likely used 
as a store of value, a commodity, and may also reflect the movement of people. Among the principal results of 
the study are the detailed publication of a bracteate imitating the obverse of a solidus of Emperor Anastasius, an 
imitation combining the obverses of the solidi of the Byzantine emperors Phocas and Heraclius, three Bukharkhudat 
dirhams, and Chinese coins, including a hoard of 22 Qing dynasty coins dating to the mid-19th century. Furthermore, 
the findings demonstrate the necessity of an interdisciplinary approach to numismatic material in the study of the 
political, economic, and cultural history of Central Asia. The analysis confirms the role of Taraz as a major trade and 
political centre that facilitated interaction between nomadic and sedentary cultures along trans-Eurasian routes.
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Таразда (Оңтүстік Қазақстан) жүргізілген соңғы археологиялық қазба барысында табылған византиялық 
имитациялар, бухархудат және қытай тиындары 

Мақалада Тараз қаласында жүргізілген археологиялық қазбалар барысында табылған 35 жатжерлік 
тиын сипатталады. Табылған тиындардың хронологиялық ауқымы І–ХІХ ғасырлар аралығын қамтиды және 
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олардың қатарында Византия тиындарына жасалған имитациялар, бухархудат дирхемдері, сондай-ақ Хань, 
Тан, Солтүстік Сун және Цин династияларының қытай тиындары бар. Мақала нумизматикалық материалдар 
негізінде аймақтағы халықаралық байланыстарды қайта жаңғыртуға үлес қосады. Зерттеу әдістемесі 
ауқымды археологиялық қазбалардың (2014–2017 жж.) нәтижелерін, тиындардың типологиялық жіктелуін 
және салыстырмалы тарихи-географиялық талдауды ұштастырады. Сырттан келген тиындардың жергілікті 
ақша айналымына қатыспағандығы — ғылымда орныққан тұжырым, олар құндылықты жинау құралы, 
тауар ретінде пайдаланылған, сондай-ақ адамдардың қоныс аударуының көрсеткіші болуы мүмкін. Негізгі 
нәтижелер қатарына: император Анастасий солидінің аверсін имитациялайтын брактеаттың; Византия 
императорлары Фока және Ираклий солидтерінің аверстерін біріктірген имитация; үш бухархудат дирхемі; 
сондай-ақ ХІХ  ғ. ортасындағы Цин династиясының 22 тиынынан тұратын көмбені қоса алғанда, қытай 
тиындарының толық жарияланымдары жатады. Сонымен қатар зерттеу нәтижелері Орталық Азияның 
саяси, экономикалық және мәдени тарихын зерттеу барысында нумизматикалық материалға пәнаралық 
тәсілдің қажеттілігін көрсетеді. Талдау Тараздың трансеуразиялық жолдар бойынша көшпелі және отырықшы 
мәдениеттердің өзара әрекеттесуін қамтамасыз еткен сауда-саяси орталық ретіндегі рөлін растайды.

Қаржыландыру көзі: Мақала ҚР ҒЖБМ Ғылым комитетінің 2024–2026  жж. арналған бағдарламалық-
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Византийские имитации, бухархудатские и китайские монеты, обнаруженные в ходе последних 
археологических раскопок в Таразе (Южный Казахстан)

В статье представлены 35  иноземных монет, обнаруженных в ходе археологических раскопок на 
городище Тараз. Хронологический диапазон находок охватывает период с I по XIX в. и включает подражания 
византийским монетам, бухархудатские дирхемы, а также китайские монеты династий Хань, Тан, Северная 
Сун и Цин. Статья вносит вклад в реконструкцию международных связей региона на основе нумизматического 
материала. Методология исследования сочетает результаты крупномасштабных археологических раскопок 
(2014–2017 гг.), типологическую классификацию монет и сравнительный историко-географический анализ. 
Общепринято, что иноземные монеты не участвовали в  локальном денежном обращении, а, вероятнее 
всего, использовались как средство накопления стоимости, товар, а также могли отражать перемещение 
людей. Среди ключевых результатов детальная публикация брактеатов, имитирующей аверс солида 
императора Анастасия; подражания, сочетающей аверсы солидов византийских императов Фоки и 
Ираклия; трёх бухархудатских дирхемов; а также китайских монет, включая клад из 22 монет династии Цин 
середины XIX в. Кроме того, результаты исследования демонстрируют необходимость междисциплинарного 
подхода к нумизматическому материалу при изучении политической, экономической и культурной истории 
Центральной Азии. Анализ подтверждает роль Тараза как торгово-политического центра, обеспечивавшего 
взаимодействие кочевых и оседлых культур вдоль трансевразийских маршрутов.

Источник финансирования: Статья подготовлена в рамках программно-целевого финансирования 
Комитета науки МНВО РК 2024–2026, ИРН проекта BR24992939.
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и китайские монеты, обнаруженные в ходе последних археологических раскопок в Таразе (Южный Казахстан). 
Археология Казахстана. 2026. № 2 (32). С. 391–422 (на англ. яз.).

1 Introduction
Historical Taraz was the largest urban centre in the Talas Valley, an intermontane depression in 

the northern Tian Shan, nestled between the Kyrgyz range to the north and the Talas Alatau range to the 
south. The remains of the ancient and medieval settlement lie at the heart of the modern city of Taraz, the 
administrative capital of the Jambyl Region, Republic of Kazakhstan (Fig. 1)*. (*Illustrations prepared 
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Fig. 1. Map of Kazakhstan showing the location of Taraz
1-сур. Тараз қаласының орналасқан жері көрсетілген карта

Рис. 1. Карта с указанием местоположения города Тараз

by the authors). The site is listed among the Republic’s monuments of national historical and cultural 
significance under the designation “Taraz (1st–19th centuries)” [Приказ… № 318-НҚ, 2025].

Among the earliest non-local coin finds from Taraz are those documented by Senigova such as a 
Roman silver denarius of Vespasian (69–79), minted in Rome in 73 CE [Сенигова 1972: 47], as well as 
issues of the Kushan kings Huvishka and Vasudeva, the latter indicating the dissemination of Indo-Kushan 
religious ideas to Taraz [Сенигова 1972: 52].

One of the earliest recorded coin finds retrieved during archaeological excavations was reported 
by Bernshtam, who mentioned a “barbarian imitation” of a 5th-century Eastern Roman Empire solidus 
[Бернштам 1939: 170 and 171, fig. 2; 1941: 23]. Masson later provided a detailed description of this coin 
which was interpreted to have been inspired by the solidi of Justinian I [Массон 1951: 97].

The ZENO.RU – Oriental Coins Database records two later non-local coins found in the vicinity 
of Taraz: a Ghorid of Bamiyan, Baha’ al-Din Sam b. Muhammad (AH 588–602/ 1192–1206 CE), dinar, 
struck at Balkh (no. 257306), and a hyperpyron of the emperor of Nicaea, John III Ducas Vatatzes (1222–
1254), struck at Magnesia (no.  314615). According to Hendy’s classification, the latter belongs to the 
second issue dated 1232–1254? [Hendy 1999: 485–486, nos. 5.1–5.17]. In a more recent classification 
[Oberländer-Târnoveanu 2000: 504], this issue was assigned to the first phase of activity of the mint which 
was tentatively dated between 1222 and 1230.

These finds clearly indicate contacts with the Roman, Byzantine and Kushan Empires as well as 
Balkh. No other non-local coins such as those listed above are known from Taraz in the scholarly literature.

2 Methods
In terms of archaeological context and the stratigraphic method, the study is based on materials from 

large-scale excavations at the Taraz settlement conducted between 2014 and 2017. The methodology of 
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fieldwork included recording finds within the framework of the site’s relative chronology, grounded in the 
principle of stratigraphic layer deposition.

Regarding the identification of the numismatic material, the classification of the coins was made 
according to series, issuer, type, mint, date of production and functional purpose. For the bracteate and the 
imitation of Byzantine solidi, iconographic, stylistic and fabric were considered, which helped to recognise 
the characteristic imitations specific to the Silk Road.

Written sources consulted included Chinese texts (Hanshu, The Great Tang Dynasty Record of the 
Western Regions), Byzantine accounts (Menander Protector), and medieval Arabic works (Narshakhi’s 
History of Bukhara). Analytical methods included comparative, chronological, and historical-geographical 
approaches. Particular attention was paid to correlating archaeological finds with the published results. 
This integrated approach, with its focus on coin finds, advances understanding of the history of the region, 
particularly its place in the wider international setting, and reaffirms Taraz’s role as an important Eurasian 
trade and political centre.

2.1 Archaeological Context
Systematic archaeological investigations at Taraz were initiated in 1927 and continued intermittently 

until 2018 [Байпаков и др. 2011: 20]. A pivotal phase commenced in 2014, when the Jambyl Regional 
Administration relocated the city’s Green Market beyond the historical centre, thereby making the area of 
old Taraz accessible for extensive archaeological research excavations aimed at creating the “Kone Taraz” 
Archaeological Park. After the demolition of the modern day market structures, the site presented a nearly 
flat surface with no visible traces of medieval architecture, a consequence of intensive urbanisation over 
the past two centuries, which had completely levelled the original topography. Unlike unaltered settlement 
mounds, no ramparts or fortification remnants were discernible.

Nevertheless, excavation placement was guided by a subtle but clear elevation in the area designated 
as Quarter 5, traditionally associated by earlier researchers with the medieval shahristan (urban core) of 
Taraz. Given the total absence of surface markers, only large-scale, contiguous excavation could yield an 
objective picture of the city’s spatial organisation.

Between 2014 and 2017, approximately 18,000 m² were investigated, primarily exposing cultural 
layers from the 10th–13th centuries. The upper 1.5–2.0 m consisted of late deposits –fragmentary Kokand-
era (1709–1876) structures and Soviet-era (post-1918) market infrastructure (concrete foundations, water, 
sewage and electrical lines), which partially destroyed and mixed earlier strata. Once these modern 
intrusions were removed, numerous – albeit redeposited – artefacts and ecofacts emerged: pottery, bones 
and charcoal, intermixed with contemporary refuse. However, in the underlying Qarakhanid layers (10th–
12th centuries) – a period described in written sources as Taraz’s golden age–exceptionally informative 
contexts were preserved, key aspects of which included: whole and fragmentary ceramic, metal and glass 
vessels; two jewellery hoards; a coin hoard; an undisturbed storeroom containing copper and ceramic 
vessels; and a craft workshop with a jug and millstones. Many objects found displayed signs of fire, 
indicating a sudden, catastrophic abandonment.

The excavation covered an area of 200 m (east-west) by 80–130 m (north-south) and revealed 14 
city blocks divided by seven streets. Two major thoroughfares were identified: an east to west aligned street 
(Street A) and a north to south aligned street (Street B), probably leading to the eastern and southern gates. 
Five north to south running inter-block streets intersected Street A, while intra-block passageways (circa 
2 m wide), often lined with shops, completed the communication network. The urban layout displayed a 
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high degree of regularity: streets and blocks formed an orthogonal grid aligned with the cardinal directions, 
with only minor deviations consistent with ancient and medieval solar orientation traditions. During the 
first excavation season, a central stone-paved road with a ceramic water conduit was uncovered – testimony 
to advanced urban infrastructure.

The scarcity of post-Qarakhanid layers is attributable to large-scale 20th-century redevelopment. As 
Senigova noted, during the construction preparations of the bazaar site in 1960–1962, bulldozers removed 
up to 1.5 m of cultural deposits [Сенигова 1972: 26–28]. Fragmentary Kokand foundations were restricted 
to the western sector, where a hoard consisting of 22 Qing-dynasty Xian Feng coins of emperor Wen Zong 
(1851–1861 CE) was discovered, confirming limited later use of the area. Thus, the site’s archaeological 
value is concentrated in the Qarakhanid archaeological strata, offering a unique opportunity to reconstruct 
the urban planning, architecture and daily life of one of medieval Kazakhstan’s key cities [Смаилов и др. 
2023: 33–35] (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. Excavation plan of Taraz – after – Smailov et al. 2023: 38, fig. 3: A – Jeweller’s Hoard; 
B – Chinese Coin Hoard; C – Phocas/Heraclius imitation solidus; D – Bracteate modelled on Samanid dinar; 

E – Bracteate modelled on Anastasius solidus
2-сур. Тараздың қазба жоспары ([Смаилов и др. 2023: 38, рис. 3] бойынша): A – зергер көмбесі; 

B – Қытай тиындарының көмбесі; C – Фока/Ираклий солидтерінің имитациясы; 
D – Саманид динары үлгісіндегі брактеат; E – Анастасий солиді үлгісіндегі брактеат

Рис. 2. План раскопок Тараза (по: [Смаилов и др. 2023: 38, рис. 3]): A – клад ювелира; 
B – клад китайских монет; C – подражание солиду Фоки/Ираклия; D – брактеат по образцу 

саманидского динара; E – брактеат по образцу солида Анастасия
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3 Analysis of the Material
This article presents a corpus of non-local coins recovered at Taraz, comprising a bracteate and 

an imitation inspired from the iconography of Byzantine solidi, Bukharkhudat dirhams and Chinese 
coins. A total of 35 non-local coins were found in archaeological contexts, 22 of which form a hoard. The 
catalogue is arranged by series, with entries which include issuer, mint (when known), description, metal, 
die axis, denomination, weight, diameter, observations and references. With one exception, No. 1 in the 
catalogue, all the coins are stored in The State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve “Yezhelgi Taraz” 
in Taraz.

Bracteate and imitation of Byzantine solidi

Bracteate with obverse type of solidus of emperor Anastasius (491–518)

 

Obverse. DN ANASTA-ƧIVS PP AVG. Frontal bust with head turned three-quarters right, wearing a 
helmet, cuirass, holding a spear over right shoulder and a shield over the left shoulder.
Reverse. Incuse impression of the obverse type.

1. AV 0.70 g; 15 mm; pierced at 8 o’clock.
As Hahn, Metlich 2013, no. 3 or nos. 6–7.

Imitation combining obverse types of solidi of emperors Phocas (602–610) and Heraclius (610–641)

 
‘Obverse 1’. Frontal bust, bearded, wearing crown without pendilia, chlamys fastened by a circular 
fibula, holding cross in right hand. Imitative inscription partially visible towards the edge. As Hahn, 
Metlich 2009, nos. 7–22, 30 or 45 a–d.
‘Obverse  2’. Three standing figures: Heraclius between Heraclius Constantine and Heraclonas. As 
Hahn 1981, nos. 44–53, 66–69.

2. AV VI 3.64 g; 15 mm
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2477/Н-1273.
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Bukharkhudat Issues

Al-Mahdī

  
Obverse. Stylized Sasanian-style crowned bust to right. Inscription in Sogdian script in front 
of the face and al-Mahdi in Arabic behind the head.
Reverse. Stylised fire altar with bust above it flanked by two attendants.

3. Billon dirham IV 1.96 g; 23 mm
Смирнова 1963: no. 17; Treadwell 2007: type 3; Gariboldi 2017: 80, no. 147 ff.; Bates 2017: type 3a, 
Bukhara or irregular mint, AH 145–155/ 763–772 CE and possibly later.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-1029/Н-319

  

Obverse. Stylized Sasanian-style crowned bust to right. Inscription in Sogdian script in front 
of the face and al-Mahdi in Arabic behind the head.
Reverse. Stylised fire altar with bust above it flanked by two attendants.

4. Billon dirham VIII 1.82 g; 24 mm; chipped
Смирнова 1963: no. 17; Treadwell 2007: type 3.1; Gariboldi 2017: 80, no. 147 ff.; Bates 
2017: type 3a, Bukhara or irregular mint, AH 145–155/ 763–772 CE and possibly later.
Accession number ЕТҚМ TK-2144/Н-919
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Obverse. Stylized Sasanian-style crowned bust to right. Inscription in Sogdian script in front 
of the face and al-Mahdi in Arabic behind the head.
Reverse. Stylised fire altar with bust above it flanked by two attendants.

5. Billon dirham IV 0.94 g; 24 mm; chipped
Смирнова 1963: no. 17; Treadwell 2007: type 3; Gariboldi 2017: 80, no. 147 ff.; Bates 2017: type 3a, 
Bukhara or irregular mint, AH 145–155/ 763–772 CE and possibly later.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2145/Н-920

 

Obverse. Stylized Sasanian-style crowned bust to right. Inscription in Sogdian script in front of the 
face and al-Mahdi in Arabic behind the head. On the bust, instead of the three dots, Arabic bḫ bḫ 
(bakh, bakh).
Reverse. Stylised fire altar with bust above it flanked by two attendants.

6. AR dirham 4.42 g; 24 mm
Treadwell 2007: type 3.2; Gariboldi 2017: 106, no. 301; Bates 2017: type 3b, Chach (?), unknown date 
after AH 145–155/ 763–772 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-960/28/Н-68
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Chinese Coins

The Han Dynasty

 

Obverse. 五 (right) and 銖 (left)Wu zhu (in seal script).
7. Copper alloy 1.81 g; 21 mm

Hartill 2005: 91.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2956/Н-1752.

The Tang Dynasty (618–907 CE)

 
Obverse. 開(开)元通寶 Kai Yuan tong bao.
Reverse. Dot on the right side of the hole. 

8. Copper alloy 4.00 g; 24 mm
Hartill 2005: 105, no. 14.1, reverse type n. Early Type (621–718 CE).
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2051/Н-826

  

Obverse. 開(开)元通寶 Kai Yuan tong bao
Reverse. Plain.

9. Copper alloy 2.39 g; 24 mm
Hartill 2005: 105, no. 14.1. Early Type (621–718 CE).
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-983/Н-273.
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Obverse. 開(开)元通寶 Kai Yuan tong bao
Reverse. Plain.

10. Copper alloy 3.11 g; 24 mm
Hartill 2005: 105, no. 14.1. Middle Type (718–732 CE).
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2050/Н-825.

The Northern Song Dynasty (960–1127 CE)
Emperor Tai Zong (976–997 CE)

  

Obverse. 太平通寶 Tai Ping tong bao. Li script.
Reverse. Plain.

11. Copper alloy 2.65 g; 20 mm
Hartill 2005: 129, no. 16.16 or 16.17, 976–989 CE.
Accession number ETҚM TK-2957/H-1753.
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Emperor Shen Zong (1068–1085 CE)

  

Obverse. 熙寧(宁)元寶 Xi Ning yuan bao c/wise. Li script.
Reverse. Plain.

12. Copper alloy 3.49 g; 24 mm
Hartill 2005: 137, no. 16.180, 1068–1077 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2052/Н-827.

The Qing Dynasty (1644–1912 CE)

Emperor Gao Zong (1736–1795 CE)
Ili mint, Xinjiang

  

Obverse. 乾隆通寶 Qian Long tong bao
Reverse. ᠪᠣᠣ / ᡳ Boo i left and right.

13. Copper alloy 3.90 g; 25 mm
Hartill 2005: 313, no. 22.395, 1775–1795 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-926/Н-252.
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Qing Dynasty Hoard
The Qing Dynasty (1644–1912 CE)

Emperor Wen Zong (1851–1861 CE)
Ili mint, Xinjiang.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng zhong bao
Reverse. 當十五 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang wushi (Value Fifty) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.1. Copper alloy 24.16 g; 45 mm
Hartill 2005: 387, no. 22.1089, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2476/2 Н-1272.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng zhong bao
Reverse. 當十五 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang wushi (Value Fifty) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.2. Copper alloy 21.91 g; 44 mm
Hartill 2005: 387, no. 22.1089, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2476/1 Н-1271.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.3. Copper alloy 49.61 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/9 Н-1259.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.4. Copper alloy 44.74 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/20 Н-1270.

SMAILOV ZH., POPESCU A., 
KAZMADIYAROVA I.

Byzantine imitative, Bukharkhudat and Chinese coins 
found during recent archaeological excavations in Taraz 



Қазақстан археологиясы        № 2 (32) 2026404

  

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.5. Copper alloy 44.15 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/15 Н-1265.

  

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.6. Copper alloy 43.46 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/19 Н-1269.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.7. Copper alloy 42.06 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/11 Н-1261.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.8. Copper alloy 42.06 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/2 Н-1252.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.9. Copper alloy 41.45 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/17 Н-1267.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.10. Copper alloy 41.08 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/10 Н-1260.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.11. Copper alloy 39.93 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/13 Н-1263.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.12. Copper alloy 39.77 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/18 Н-1268.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.13. Copper alloy 39.73 g; 51 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/12 Н-1262.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.14. Copper alloy 35.22 g; 50 mm; incomplete casting.
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/14 Н-1264.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.15. Copper alloy 26.01 g; 48 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/7 Н-1257.

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.16. Copper alloy 25.85 g; 47 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/6 Н-1256.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.17. Copper alloy 25.29 g; 50 mm; incomplete casting.
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/5 Н-1255.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.18. Copper alloy 24.68 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/3 Н-1253. 
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.19. Copper alloy 24.46 g; 47 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/16 Н-1266.

 

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.20. Copper alloy 23.29 g; 50 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/8 Н-1258.
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Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.21. Copper alloy 21.91 g; 44 mm
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/1 Н-1251.

Obverse. 咸豐元寶 Xian Feng yuan bao
Reverse. 當百 ᠪᠣᠣ ᡳ Dang bai (Value One Hundred) above and below. Boo i left and right.

14.22. Copper alloy 20.79 g; 50 mm; incomplete casting.
Hartill 2005: 388, no. 22.1092, 1854–1855 CE.
Accession number ЕТҚМ ТК-2475/4 Н-1254.

4 Discussion
It is known that the development of diplomatic relations between the Western Turks and Byzantium 

was driven by their common opposition to Sasanian Persia. In this context, a reference to the Talas Valley 
was provided by Menander the Protector’s History, a 6th-century Byzantine source. According to him, in 
569 CE, the Byzantine embassy led by Zemarchus of Cilicia was received by the Turkic Khagan Dizabul, 
who successfully negotiated an alliance against the Sasanians. The embassy stopped at a location called 
Talas, where envoys from Rome, Persia and Byzantium were present [Дестунис 1860: 380].
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During recent archaeological excavations at Taraz, items recovered included a gold bracteate 
(No. 1), which copies the obverse of a solidus of Emperor Anastasius (491–518), and an imitation (No. 2) 
which combines obverses of solidi of Byzantine Emperors Phocas (602–610) and Heraclius (610–641). 
As mentioned above, a “barbarian imitation” of a 5th-century solidus of the Eastern Roman Empire was 
found during the 1936 or 1938 season of archaeological excavations [Бернштам 1939: 170, 171, fig. 2; 
1941: 23]. A few years later, Masson [1951: 97] identified the coin in question as a solidus of Justinian I. 
The images of the coin published in Bernshtam’s article do not allow for such an attribution. The imitation 
is beyond any doubt based on prototypes of late Eastern Roman/Byzantine solidi which combined a three-
quarter facing bust on the obverse with a Victory/angel holding a jewelled cross to left on the reverse. 
Genuine solidi of this type were produced during the reigns of all the emperors who ruled between 450 and 
542. Under Justinian I a new type of bust was introduced, a frontal one, first at Constantinople in 537 and 
secondly by the mint of Thessalonica in 542.

The bracteate inspired by solidi of Anastasius is the first example of this kind found at Taraz, 
and shares similar physical characteristics with other examples found in Central Asia and China. It was 
manufactured using the known technique of execution which involved the use of a purposefully made 
die to stamp a thin sheet of gold. It is to be noted that the die engraver attempted to copy as closely as 
possible the inscription and the portrait from a genuine solidus of Anastasius. With the exception of the 
second S, the legend was rendered and even divided correctly, although the shape of the lettering is a 
clear indication that the maker was not entirely familiar with the Latin alphabet. Like other bracteates, 
this specimen is creased and pierced, indicating its use, at some point, as an item of adornment. Two 
other bracteates imitating solidi of Anastasius are known from urban and funerary contexts in Central 
Asia [Naymark 2001: 110, nos 15–16 with bibliography]. Those known from China and Inner Mongolia 
seem to occur primarily in burial contexts [Guo 2021a: 234]. The Taraz bracteate is illustrative of the 
early phase of production and distribution of Byzantine coins and their derivatives in Central Asia and 
in China where they are most common [Guo 2021a: 217]. One possible explanation for the higher 
number of finds of solidi of Anastasius is that they could represent payments made by the Sasanians to 
Hephthalites [Naymark 2001: 149; 2017: 38].

During the 2016 season of archaeological excavations at Taraz, a coin-like imitation was discovered 
which at a first glance seemed to have been inspired by Byzantine solidi of emperor Phocas (no. 2). It 
was discovered together with other metal and ceramic objects [Смаилов 2016: 113; Смаилов и др. 2023: 
20, 22, 62–63] in what it is thought to have been a storage room located opposite the caravanserai in the 
eastern part of the city, near the main thoroughfare. The weight of this imitation (3.64 g) is lower than 
that of a genuine Byzantine solidus which is typically around 4.45 g. By comparison, the average weight 
of bracteates rarely exceeds 1 g. In rare instances two bracteates, were stuck together to imitate a solidus 
with obverse and reverse such as the one discovered in 2011 in a burial mound from Shoroon Bumbagar 
Tomb in Bayannuur Soum, Mongolia, in which a member of Turkic aristocracy was interred [Guo 2021b: 
265–266, 263] which weighs 2.76 g.

On what was conventionally designated as ‘obverse 1’ there is a clear, sharp depiction of a facing 
portrait holding a cross in the right hand whilst on the other side three standing effigies are vaguely visible. 
The style of the portrait bust is very different from those encountered on the genuine solidi of Phocas. The 
Byzantine die cutters of the early 7th century produced portraits in very low relief, applying purely linear 
treatment. A distinctive characteristic of the portrait on this imitation is the great deal of care displayed in 
the treatment of the eyes, cheeks, hair, moustache and beard. This is clear evidence of the importance given 
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to the representation of the ruler’s portrait on this category of objects. That the inscription appears to have 
been less relevant than the portrait is indicated by its treatment as series of pseudo-letters which were not 
even properly transferred onto the flan which was smaller in diameter than the die employed. The three 
effigies from ‘obverse 2’ are not easy to distinguish but are visible. In the period after the reign of Phocas 
only two instances are known issues of genuine Byzantine solidi in which three standing figures were 
represented. The first example is provided by the solidi of Heraclius, which depict Heraclius Constantine 
and Heraclonas on the obverse of Class IV issues, dated between 636/637 and 641 [Grierson 1968a: 
260–264, nos. 38–50]. The second instance is that of Constans II who had his three sons depicted on the 
reverses of the solidi of class VII which are dated between c. 663 and 668 [Grierson 1968b: 434–435, 
nos. 40–43] or 667(?)–668 [Hahn 1981: 240–241, nos. 39–42]. There are noticeable differences in the way 
the three effigies are rendered on the solidi of the two emperors. On the solidi of Constans II, his three sons, 
of which the one on the left is always shown shorter than the other two, were represented on the reverse 
above the mintmark. On the imitation found at Taraz there is clearly no space for an exergue. As a result, 
this narrows down the options for the prototype used to only the solidi of Heraclius struck between 636/637 
and November 641. That this imitation was produced by striking is confirmed by the solid edge (Fig. 3) and 
the minor traces indicating double striking visible on the side with the bust of Phocas.

The die cutter who carved the die for the 
Phocas side was evidently a skilled artisan. The 
intricate details of the bust from ‘obverse 1’ stand 
in stark contrast with the unclear representation of 
the three effigies on ‘obverse 2’ which exhibits the 
softness and loss of detail typical for a transfer die. 
This die would have been copied directly from a 
genuine solidus of Heraclius. In the context of the 
analysis of gold coins and bracteates from Penjikent, 
V.  Raspopova [1999: 456] noted that all finds 
imitating Byzantine coins are dated no later than 
629. Taraz Phocas/Heraclius provides a later date for 
this phenomenon, 636/637–641, which extends the 
chronological span for the production of gold solidi-
like objects towards the middle-second half of the 7th 
century and later.

So far, this imitation is unparalleled in that it combines obverse types proper to Phocas and Heraclius. 
It also indicates a certain level of availability of solidi of class  IV of Heraclius which are otherwise 
undocumented in the existing surveys undertaken for Central Asia [Naymark 2001: 91–166] and China 
[Guo 2021a; 2021c; 2022]. For the former area the implications seem to be more complex as there are no 
known imitations of solidi of the second half of the 6th or the 7th century [Naymark 2001: 148]. In China 
the most recent Byzantine solidi used as prototype for an apparently unique imitation [Guo 2021c: 15, 
no. 57], seemed to have been those of Constantine IV of class III which is dated 674–681 [Grierson 1968b: 
528–529, nos. 8–10]. Therefore, the imitation found at Taraz enhances the existing record of objects of this 
type and has the potential to change current understanding of the phenomenon.

Information about the context in which solidi of emperor Heraclius reached Central Asia is provided 
by the documented direct contacts between the Byzantine Empire and the Turkic peoples from the second 

Fig. 3. Edge of coin No. 2
3-сур. № 2 тиынның жиегі

Рис. 3. Гурт монеты № 2
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half of the 6th century onwards. The solidi with two busts, of Heraclius and Heraclius Constantine [Grierson 
1968a: 247–254, class II, nos. 8–25; Hahn 1981: 211–213, nos. 8–28], issued between 613 and 629, could 
have reached Central Asia as part of the arrangements of the Byzantine-Turkic alliance of 626–628 against 
the Sasanian Empire [Guo 2022: 66]. This could be the possible explanation for the higher number of 
bracteates which were modelled on class II solidi of Heraclius with a short beard portrait found in Central 
Asia [Naymark 2001: 117, no. 27 (solidus), 117–119, nos. 28–30 (bracteates)], Mongolia [Guo 2021b: 
264, nos. J.275, K.273, L.261 (bracteates); 266, no. A.272 (solidus); B.259 (imitation)] and China [Guo 
2020: 346, 348–349, figs. 13.6, 13.7; 2021c: 14–15, nos. 53–56]. The obverse type of solidi of class II was 
a highly influential one, as illustrated by its use on the obverse of anonymous pre-reform Umayyad dinars, 
Arab-Sasanian pashiz and even as late as the 12th century copper-alloy dirhams of the Artuqids of Mardin. 
This should not come as a surprise as solidi of Heraclius formed the bulk of the gold specie before and 
after the Muslim conquest of the eastern Byzantine provinces in the 630s [Naymark 2001: 149–150]. In 
this context it should be noted that two bracteates are known which appear to imitate solidi of Heraclius 
[Naymark 2001: 116–117, nos. 25–26 with bibliography] displaying facing busts of the emperor with long 
beard, long moustache wearing a diadem. If possible, these two objects should be re-examined because no 
solidi of this apparent type were issued during the reign of emperor Heraclius. The portrait of Heraclius 
with a long beard, alongside that of his eldest son, was used on the solidi produced at Constantinople 
between 629 and 631/2 [Hahn 1981: 213–214, nos.  28–37]. This and other instances [Lin Ying 2005: 
17, fig. 5 caption describing an imitation of a solidus of Leo, despite the portrait and the pseudo-legend 
indicating Phocas] in which the limitations of the quality of the data were recognised, such as the two 
most important surveys undertaken to date [Naymark 2001: 98–99; Guo 2021a: 234], highlight the need 
for a critical reassessment and where possible, physical re-examination of the coins, together with the 
integration of the more recent data available for Central Asia, China and in the ZENO.RU database.

Based on the current level of information, it is impossible to specify where the imitations and 
bracteates of Byzantine solidi were produced as their iconographical range, stylistical differences and 
physical characteristics point to a multitude of manufacturers. A certain level of agreement seems to exist 
in scholarly literature about the role played by the Turkic and Sogdian involvement in their dissemination 
along the Silk Road [Raspopova 1999: 458; Lin Yin 2003; Lin Ying 2003; 2005: 18]. It was under the 
Turkic khagans, that the political and economic significance of Taraz began to increase, making it an 
important hub of international trade.

The iconography of the imitations and bracteates modelled on the solidi of the 5th to 7th century, 
particularly, the preference for the representation of the busts of Byzantine emperors, seems to have played 
an important role in the complex trade and cultural exchanges of the time, but also in the way the people 
along the Silk Road expressed social status and power, both in life and death. The archaeological contexts 
from which the Taraz bracteate and solidus-like imitation were recovered provide new information about 
the length of time these types of objects could have been in use, in this particular case most likely for their 
intrinsic value.

In this context it is worth mentioning that during the recent archaeological excavations a gold 
bracteate was also recovered, modelled on a Samanid dinar of Nuh II b. Nasr (AH 331–343/ 943–954 CE) 
[Смаилов и дрl. 2023: 20, 22] which will be published and discussed elsewhere.

Bukharkhudat dirhams, which copied the Sasanian drachms of Varahram V (420–438 CE), were 
known in contemporary sources with reference to taxes as muḥammadī, khwārazmī, musayyabī or ghīṭrīfī 
dirhams, and for extended periods of time formed the bulk of the coins used in daily transactions in 
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Transoxiana. In the Talas Valley, they only appear sporadically. Three of the coins (Nos. 3–5) found at 
Taraz are of type 3a [Bates 2017]. This type which was struck in very large numbers, is the most common 
in the series and was probably produced and circulated for a long period of time beyond AH 155/772 CE 
as is indicated by hoards such as those from Beshiktepe and Miankale buried in the mid 5th century AH 
[Кочнев 1990: 55].

During the 2016 season of excavations, in a midden pit, a so-called “Jeweller’s Hoard” was found. 
The hoard, concealed in a pear-shaped ceramic vessel, contains 93 gold, silver and bronze pieces of 
jewellery as well as ingots, beads and six coins [Smailov et al. 2023: 54]. Of the six coins, one is an undated 
Bukharkhudat dirham, of the rather uncommon type 3b (No. 6), with bḫ bḫ (“wonderful/bravo!”) on the 
bust, interpreted as possible mark of quality or blessing. The specimen is quite worn and the silver content 
appears to be higher than those of type 3a which might explain why it was hoarded. Davidovich considered 
such coins to be “treasure” (bullion) rather than currency [Давидович 1963: 91]. The remaining five coins 
are Karakhanid billon dirhams of Yusuf b. Suleiman (AH 460–472/ 1068–1070 CE). The latter provide a 
terminus post quem for the concealment of the hoard which confirms that the Bukharkhudat dirhams were 
still available as late as the Karakhanid period [Treadwell 2007: 25].

A possible explanation for the presence of Bukharkhudat type coins at Taraz is the fact that the 
Talas Valley was an area of resettlement of Bukharan dehqans – noble landowners and representatives of 
the local administration. This hypothesis is supported by the information provided by Narshakhi in his 
History of Bukhara, according to which dehqans and wealthy merchants, fleeing the raids and tyranny 
of Abruy, escaped to Turkestan, where they founded their own city, Hamukat [Наршахи 2011: 23]. The 
archaeological site known as the Kostobe settlement, 15 km north-east of Taraz, identified as Hamukat, 
provides evidence for the existence of political, economic and cultural connections between Bukhara and 
the Talas Valley.

Among the finds from Taraz published here, the Chinese coin finds constitute the quantitatively 
dominant group which is unsurprising given their low face and intrinsic value. The earliest among them is a 
Wu zhu coin dated after 25 CE of a type which was produced until the 7th century (No. 7) [Hartill 2005: 91]. 
A specimen of a similar rather crude style and fabric, was published from Sir Aurel Stein’s collection [Wang 
2004: 296, pl. 2, no. 19]. Since the Wu zhu coins remained in circulation until the 7th century, it cannot be 
asserted whether this specimen belongs to an early issue. However, it is necessary to note mentions from 
written sources that pertain to Taraz. The first written reference indirectly associated with Taraz dates to 
the 1st century BCE and is contained in the Han Shu, a work by Ban Gu dedicated to the history of the Han 
dynasty. It describes a city built by the Zhizhi Chanyu in the 1st century BCE on the Dulai River. It should 
be noted that the name of the city is not explicitly mentioned in the cited source. However, in scholarly 
literature, the identification of the Dulai River with the Talas River is generally accepted, as it is known that 
representatives of the Han dynasty used precisely this designation for the territory [Бернштам 1941: 25]. 
According to the source, following internal political conflicts, Zhizhi Chanyu, together with his supporters, 
resettled to the territory of the state of Kangju, where he was allocated a plot of land on the Dulai River to 
protect the eastern borders of the Kangju ruler from the Wusun. However, having taken advantage of the 
local ruler’s trust, Zhizhi Chanyu organised raids against neighbouring tribes, which caused dissatisfaction 
on the part of the Kangju ruler. In turn, representatives of the Han dynasty, concerned by the actions of 
chanyu Zhizhi, organised a military campaign against him [Бань Гу, ch. 96A]. Of particular interest is 
the description of the city itself as having been built in the Roman style, as well as information regarding 
the supposed participation of Roman legionaries in the army of Zhizhi Chanyu [Dubs 1991: 31]. The 
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latter hypothesis was subject to debate among scholars, with opinions still divided. Later contacts with the 
Roman world are supported by the isolated finds of Roman coins discovered in the territory of Southern 
Kazakhstan, including a denarius of emperor Vespasian discovered at Taraz [Сенигова 1972: 47].

In the centuries following the mention of Zhizhi Chanyu, the absence of mentions of Taraz or the 
Talas Valley does not necessarily have to be interpreted as evidence of the settlement’s cessation. This is 
most likely the result of the lack of events which were significant enough to have been worth recording. 
Later accounts of Arab geographers and Chinese written sources provide more descriptive accounts of 
both the Talas Valley and Taraz which was described as a city inhabited by diverse ethnic groups. One of 
the earliest authors to provide a description of Taraz is the Chinese Buddhist monk, scholar and traveller, 
Xuanzang, who in his Records of the Western Regions of the Great Tang Dynasty, recounted his visit of the 
city of Do-lo-si (Taraz), described as a settlement with a circumference of approximately 8–9 li, which was 
inhabited by merchants from various countries living together. This description offers an important insight 
into the cosmopolitan character of Taraz’s population as early as the 7th century and points to its importance 
as a commercial centre [Сюаньцзан 2012: 40].

A distinct group is formed by the three Kai Yuan Tong Bao coins of the Tang dynasty which were 
issued from 621 CE onwards. Two specimens (Nos. 8–9) belong to the early type dated between 621 and 
718 and one of the middle type dated 718–732 (No. 10). The four other Kai Yuan Tong Bao coins found at 
Taraz, preserved in the collection of The State Historical and Cultural Museum-Reserve “Yezhelgi Taraz” 
in Taraz, bring the total of Tang dynasty coins to seven. For the latter the specific period of production is 
not known but it is clear that at Taraz the Tang dynasty coins form the best represented group of single 
finds of Chinese coins. Two later Chinese coins of Northern Song, a Tai Ping tong bao (No. 11), a Xi Ning 
yuan bao (No. 12) were also recovered. The Northern Song coins are the only ones contemporary with 
the occupation layers in the excavated area. Wu zhu type coins were produced up to 621 and finds such 
as those from the Dunhuang limes site suggest that were still in circulation at the time of the introduction 
of the Kai Yuan [Wang 2004: 29]. Given that these coins were found in an archaeological layer dated to 
the 10th–12th centuries it is difficult to ascertain whether they reached Taraz in the 7th–8th centuries or later 
and are therefore residual/redeposited. Tang era coins could have reached Taraz during the period when 
the contacts with China increased to be subsequently disrupted after the battle of Talas/Atlakh in 751 CE 
which brought the entire area under Abbasid control.

Noteworthy are the most recent coins, consisting of a single Qian Long Tong Bao (No. 13) produced 
between 1775 and 1795, and a hoard of 22 coins of emperor Wen Zhong (Nos. 14.1–22), all contemporary 
with the Kokand era layers. All the Qing Dynasty coins were produced at the Ili mint, Xinjiang province 
and display the physical attributes characteristic of the products of the mint: dark colour due to the lack 
of or low zinc content and poor workmanship which frequently resulted in coins being incompletely cast. 
The latter technical aspect might also indicate that some of the coins were privately produced, given that 
the government was not always able to meet demand especially during such difficult times as that of 
the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Movement. The hoard is composed of two Dang wushi (Nos. 14.1–14.2) 
and twenty Dang bai, (Nos.  14.3–14.22) produced from early 1854 until the summer of 1855 when a 
new denomination, Dang si, was introduced [Hartill 2005: 260]. These coins are distinguished by their 
large size, 44–45 mm, weights of 21.91 and 24.16 g for Xianfeng and 44–51 mm and weights ranging 
between 20.79 and 49.61 g for Dang bai. The hoard was concealed in circumstances which cannot now be 
determined.
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5 Conclusion
From the beginning of the Common Era, the Kangju dominated the Talas Valley. However, the 

question of whether Taraz belonged to the Xiongnu or the Kangju remains open to further interpretation. 
With the emergence and rapid development of the Turkic states, and until the Mongol conquest of the region, 
Taraz remained under the control of various dynasties, including the Türgesh, Karluks, and Karakhanids.

In the Talas Valley, the major urban centre of Taraz played a significant role as a link between the 
nomadic and sedentary worlds for centuries. Active exchange of goods, knowledge and technologies took 
place in the city which was inhabited by merchants from various lands, who professed different religions 
and spoke different languages, reflecting a high degree of ethnic and cultural diversity.

Archaeological finds, such as the coins published here, serve as important evidence of the presence 
of people from distant lands in the Talas Valley. However, most of these coins did not participate in the 
everyday monetary circulation of the region. Some of these coin-like objects or coins were used as social 
status markers, stores of value, preserved as treasure, used as bullion or lost and not recovered because of 
their low face value. The role played by these single coin finds will be better understood once the Türgesh, 
Karluk, and Karakhanid coinages of Taraz and the Talas Valley have been published.

The non-local coin finds provide new evidence which highlights the international connections of 
Taraz and confirms its role as one of the key centres in the network of roads across Eurasia. The systematic 
integration of numismatic material with other sources will add new perspectives on the nature of the 
region’s interaction with various political entities from Central Asia which will help to reconstruct the 
historical, cultural and economic processes at play in the Talas Valley.
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